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ORDINANCE NO. 5579 

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of 
Article II (DEFINITIONS), Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of 
Article IV (COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES), Section 6-605 
(SIGNS) of Article VI (SPECIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES), Article IX (SIGNS), and 
Section 11-513 (ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of Article XI 
(DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS AND PROCEDURES) of the City of Alexandria Zoning 
Ordinance related to signs, in accordance with the text amendment heretofore approved by 
city council as Text Amendment No. 2024-00010. 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that: 

1. In Text Amendment No. 2024-00010, the Planning Commission, having found 
that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice so require, 
recommended approval to the City Council on January 9, 2025 of a text amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to adopt amendments related to signs, which recommendation was approved 
by the City Council at public hearing on March 15, 2025; 

2. The City Council in adopting this ordinance expressly adopts, ratifies, affirms and 
concurs in the finding and action of the Planning Commission above stated; 

3. All requirements of law precedent to the adoption of this ordinance have been 
complied with; now, therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 

Section 1. That Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of the Zoning 
Ordinance be, and the same hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough 
and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows: 

*** 
2-106 - Reserved. Advertising structure. 
Any sign or other object or structure serving primarily for advertising purposes, independent of 
any other structure. 
*** 

Section 2. That Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of the Zoning 
Ordinance be, and the same hereby are, amended by deleting the language shown in 
strikethrough and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows: 

*** 

4-1409 - Reserved. Public art. 
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In order to provide a more meaningful experienee and greater interpretation of the 
art, eonsideration should be given to relating publie art features i.vith each other to the 
extent possible; 

Publie art loeated on publie property shall be reviev,ed by the eity eommission for 
the arts and approved by the city eouncil. 

4-1410 - Reserved.-Signs. 
Storefront signs should eontribute to the overall look and theme of the neighborhood and be 
eompatible ,.vith the architeeture style and details of the building. Signs should be attraetive, 
uneluttered, and not overpov,rering to the building faeade. 
The sign provisions of artiele IX shall generally apply; however, notvlithstanding any eonflieting 
provisions in artiele IX, the following are applieable in the NR wne: 

(A) The design of signs shall be ineorporated into the overall design of the strueture 
and the site, consistent with the following prineiples identified in the eurrently 
adopted Mount Vernon i\venue Design Guidelines as determined by the direetor 
of planning and z;oning: 
( 1) Simple, readable signs that ineorporate the name "Arlandria," or its 

Spanish equivalent, and theme of "family" are strongly encouraged. Signs 
eonsisting of individual letters mounted to the building facade are 
eneouraged; 

(2) Signs should be eentered on the building faeade, or over the entranee door 
to the business; 

(3) Unique, ereative signs are strongly encouraged; 
(4) Sign materials shall inelude durable wood, painted plastics, metals, or pre 

fabrieated pin mounted letters; 
(5) Signs prajecting from the building wall at a 90 degree angle are 

eneouraged to identify a business to pedestrians on the sidewalk, or to 
those traveling parallel to the storefront; 

(6) Internally lit plastie bm{ signs or flashing signs are prohibited; 
(7) 1.Vhere a building ineludes multiple eommereial units, the sign for eaeh 

unit should be of uniform eharaeter and loeation; 
(8) Awnings are strongly encouraged and should be designed to eoordinate 

with the design of the building and any other awnings along the same 
block face. Any sign located on an avming shall be fixed flat to the 
surface, and shall be non illuminated. 

(B) In order to retain the e){isting noncomplying roof signs that provide uniqueness 
and a sense of history in Arlandria, the follm.ving provision applies as specified: 
( 1) Roof mounted signs, existing as of January 1, 2003, shall be permitted to 

remain; hov,ever, no enlargement or relocation of those signs shall be 
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(B) 

permitted. Routine maintenance of the signs and structural repairs as 
necessary to maintain the integrity of the signs shall be permitted. Limited 
alteration to allow a name change for the business shall be permitted so 
long os the nev,, lettering is the some type style, si2:e, seole and theme os 
the mdsting lettering. No alteration of the structure is permitted. 

Not\vithstanding the provisions of sec-tiHn---9--l-G1(F) of the zoning ordinance, 
vertical banners may be installed on the light poles located in the public right of 
way as a coordinated bar.ner program subject to review and approval by the 
director of planning and zoning. Banners shall be coordinated to promote a 
unified identity for A:rlandria, an upcoming event or season, but shall not identify 
or promote individual businesses or products. Such banners shall be securely 
affixed at the top and bottom so as to preclude any fluttering or rotation by the 
movement of the atmosphere; 
Umbrellas displayed in conjunction v,ith outdoor dining areas must be free of any 
advertising or v,ording; 
Free standing signs are hereby prohibited; however, one ground mounted, 
monument style center identification sign may be permitted on sites developed 
with shopping centers that have more than 20,000 square feet of lot area. The total 
area of shopping center identification signs shall not exceed 50 square feet with a 
mrudmum height of 8 feet. The center identification sign shall display only the 
name and address of the center. No other ground mounted signs shall be 
permitted. 

Section 3. That Section 6-605 (SIGNS) of the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same 
hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough and inserting new language 
shown in underline, as follows: 

6-605 - Reserved.~. 
The provisions of article IX of this ordinance shall apply within the overlay zone the follovt'ing 
additions and modifications: 

(A) Sign desig-,qs eenipatiblc with l,{eu,qt Vernen A'.'cmtc. The follovt'ing sign types are 
permitted: 
(1) Sign type. All signs shall be wall mounted, prajecting signs, glass applied 

or located on the valance of an avming; 
(2) Sig-,q lernti01q. All signs shall be located below second floor windows; 
(3) Awnings. Avmings shall be designed to coordinate with the design of the 

building. A.vmings shall not be internally illuminated. Light foctures 
mounted to the building wall to illuminate the building or sidewalk are 
permitted. 

(B) Prehibitcd sig-,qs en },101:mt Vernen A·,1cm1c. The follov,ring specific sign types are 
prohibited: 
( 1) Freestanding signs, exceeding six square feet in size and six feet in height. 

Except that such freestanding signs existing on ___ (date of adoption) 
may be replaced on a one time basis \Vith a monument sign not to e~ceeed 
eight feet in height. A.ny such replacement signs, shall be deemed a 
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noncomplying structure, subject to GeeooA--12 100, and shall not be subject 
to the conditions of section--M~fbt--

(2) Signs with internal illumination. 
(3) Bmc signs hung peFpendieular to a building wall. 
lwmcomplying status. Any signs existing on ___ (date of adoption) that are 
inconsistent 1.vith the requirements of sections 6 605(A) and (B) shall be subject to 
the following restrictions: such signs may not be physically expanded, enlarged or 
intensified; such signs must be removed if the use existing on ___ (date of 
adoption) to vihich it is accessory ceases operation, or if the use of the sign is 
abandoned for a period of 12 months. No change of sign face or message shall be 
permitted for a sign deemed noncomplying under this section. 

Section 4. That Article IX (SIGNS) of the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same 
hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough and inserting new language 
shown in underline, as follows: 

Sec. 9-100 - General provisions. 
9-101 - Findings, purpose, interpretation, and intent; interpretation. 
*** 
(G) This article A.rtiele IX governs the erection and display of all signs, marquees and 

avmings in the City, except those erected and displayed by the City, the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.,_ and the United States in furtherance of their governmental responsibilities, 
and those required by law to be erected and displayed, and public art. 

*** 
(K) 

aJ 

This article shall apply to signs, marquees, and mvnings on property not used for public 
right-of-way. Under no circumstances shall any provision herein authorize placement of a 
sign on any public right-of-way. 
Wherever this article permits a sign with commercial content, non-commercial content 
is also permitted subject to the same requirements of size, color, illumination, 
movement, materials, location, height and construction. 

9-102 - Definitions. 
W A frBmc sign. A two faced sign vrith supports that are connected at the top and separated 

at the base, forming an "A" shape. These are also referred to as "sand'.vich board" signs. 
They are included in the term "portable sign." 

fBj AnimBtcd sign. Any sign, the character or appearance of any element or part of v,rhich 
changes by any device, mechanical, electrical or othenvise, except for digital tm{t and 
graphic signs. 

~ Awning . . Any permanent or retractable structure prajecting beyond a building wall at an 
entrance to a building or extending along and prajecting beyond the building's wall and 
generally designed and constructed to provide protection against the v1eather. This 
structure consists of a flexible material covering attached to and supported by a metal 
frame-: 

I I (f)j Awnil1g sign. Any sign attached to and made a part of an awning or any similar 
LJ prajections from a building, 1.vith changeable, fornd or both types of lettering in use. 
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(D) 

Public area. Any public place, public right of way, any_parking area or right of way 
open to use by the general public, or any navigable body of 1.vater. 
Public art. Items expressing creative skill or imagination in a visual form, such as 
painting or sculpture, vmich are intended to beautify or provide aesthetic influences to 
public areas or areas vihich are visible from the public realm. 
Ro<>fline. A line composed of the highest points of the roof of a building or structure not 
to include mechanical penthouses or other structures attached to or erected on such roof. 
Roofsign . . Any~ sign attached erected on or affixed to a building or structure 1.vhich 
extends, in whole or in part, above the roof line or the eaves or bottom edge of the roof.,_ 
Sign . . An object, device, display structure, or part thereof, visible from a public_place, a 
public right of way, any parking area or right of way open to use by the general public, 
or any navigable body of water 1which is designed and used to attract attention to an 
institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by any means 
involving v1ords, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, logos, colors, illumination, or 
projected images. The term does not include flags of any nation, state, or other 
geopolitical entity not related to a commercial business, product or service. The term also 
does not include public art or architectural elements incorporated into the style or 
function of a building. The term "sign" also does not include the display of merchandise 
for sale on the site of the display. 
Sign face. The portion of a sign structure bearing the message . 
Sign structure. Any structure supporting or bearing a sign face. 
Temporary sign._ Any sign intended to be displayed for a short time period based on a 
property condition. AH temporary signs are not illuminated. Unless a different time 
period is specified, a temporary sign may not be displayed for more than 120 continuous 
days, and there must be a 30 day interruption bet'.veen postings of temporary signs. 
Wall sign. Any sign attached to or painted on or against a flat vertical surface of a 
structure. 
Wimkxw sign. Any sign visible from outside a building and visible thrnugh any window 
or door and attached to or v1ithin four feet in front of or behind the surface of a windov1 
or door. 
Billboard. Any sign that consists of a single panel surface larger than 100 square feet in 
size that is installed as an independent structure or is mounted on the side or top of a 
building, and this sign along with its location is sold, rented, or leased to a user that is not 
the property's business owner. 
Digital text and graphic sign. Any- sign that can change its content by way of electronic 
or mechanical means but maintains a consistent image and does not flash or display any 
animation or movement other than the occasional changing of text or graphics occurring 
no more than two times per day. Digital text and graphic signs include, but are not limited 
1Q_,_ can be in the form of images projected onto a building, televisions, monitors, and 
other screens. 
Flag. A piece of cloth or similar material, shaped like a pennant, rectangle, or square, 
attachable by one straight edge to a pole or rope or attached at the top and draped. 
Flashing sign. Any- sign consisting of, or illuminated by, flashing or intermittent lights or 
other lights of changing degrees of intensity, brightness or color except for digital-text 
and graphic signs. 
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(E) Freestanding sign. A sign that is supported by an independent structure and is not 
attached to a building or other structure. supported by structures or supports in or upon 
the ground and independent of any support from any building or 1+1rall. It also means any 
non portable sign supported by a fence, QI retaining wall, or by upright structural 
members or braces on or in the ground and not attached to a building. A freestanding sign 
can have one or t\vo sides and can have messages on each side. Freestanding signs 
include, but are not limited to, monument signs, minor freestanding signs, and pole signs. 

(F) Freestanding sign, monument: A freestanding sign without visible supporting posts or 
poles under the sign face. 

(H) Height. The maximum vertical distance from the ground at the base of the sign, or, for 
projecting signs, at the bottom of the plane created by the face of the sign e*tending to 
the ground, to the top of the highest point of the sign or sign structure. attached 
component of the sign. Height also measures the ground clearance under prajecting signs. 

(I) Illuminated sign. Any sign that is backlit, internally lighted.,_ or lighted by direct external 
lighting fixtures. 

{J} Internally illuminated panel sign. An illuminated sign with a light fixture inside a 
rectangular box with a translucent sign face. 

(K) Moving or windblown sign. Any-sign, that has moving parts any element or part of which 
(such as a streamer, v,rheel, moored blimp or propeller) moves by means of a mechani2ed, 
electrical.,_ or other device or is set in motion by movement of the atmosphere, including 
feather signs. A flag is not a moving or vlindblown sign. 

(L) Pole sign. Any-freestanding sign taller than si* feet that is mounted on one or more 
visible, ground-mounted poles. A flag, as defined by 9-102(CN), en--an affixed to a pole 
is not a pole sign. 

(M) Portable sign. Any temporary, freestanding sign, including but not limited to A-frame 
signs not affi*ed to a building, structure, vehicle or the ground and which can easily be 
picked up and moved to another location without the use of machinery. 

(N) Roof sign. Any wall sign attached erected on or affi*ed to a building or structure which 
extends, in whole or in part, above the roof line or the-eaves or bottom edge of the roof.,_ 
or is located on a penthouse. The term "roof sign" shall not include a wall sign which is 
mounted on a parapet wall above the roof line and below the top of the parapet. 

(0) Sign. An object, device, display structure, or part thereof, visible to and designed to 
communicate information to persons in a public area from a public_place, a public right 
of way, any parking area or right of way open to use by the general public, or any 
navigable body of water vrhich is designed and used to attract attention to an institution, 
organi2ation, business, product, service, event, or location by any means involving 
words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, logos, colors, illumination, or projected 
images. A sign may have one or two faces and may have messages on each face. +he 
term does not include flags of any nation, state, or other geopolitical entity not related to 
a commercial business, product or service. The term also does not include public art or 
architectural elements incorporated into the style or function of a building. The term 
"sign" also does not include the display of merchandise for sale on the site of the display. 

(P) Sign face. The portion of a sign structure which contains words, letters, figures, designs, 
symbols, logos, or similar and any distinctive background, separate from the building or 
structure to which it is attached, containing these elements. bearing the message . 
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.(Q)_ Sign area. The sum of the areas of the smallest rectangle around each individual word, 
figure, design, symbol, logo, or similar and any distinctive background, separate from the 
building, containing these elements. For freestanding signs, sign area shall not include the 
base of the sign and shall only include the area of one sign face . 

.IB)_ Sign area ratio. The ratio of the building wall's width to the sign area. 
(S) Sign structure. Any structure supporting or bearing a sign face. 
(T) Temporary sign. A sign intended to be displayed for a short period of time.i\.ny sign 

intended to be displayed for a short time period based on a property condition. All 
temporary signs are not illuminated. Unless a different time period is specified, a 
temporary sign may not be displayed for more than 120 continuous days, and there must 
be a 30 day interruption between postings of temporary signs. 

(U) Wall sign. Any-sign attached to a building or painted on or against a flat vertical surface 
of a structure. 

(V) Window sign. Any-sign visible from outside a building and visible through any window 
or door and attached to or within four feet in front of or behind the surface of a window 
or door. 

9--lffi 
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Sign approval. 
Apprwral required . 
( 1) No sign, marquee or avming may be erected, displayed, constructed, reconstructed 

or altered unless it complies \vith the Uniform Statewide Building Code. 
Compliance may require that, in addition to the permits required by any other 
section of this ordinance, a permit or permits be obtained from the building code 
official. 

~ Application for a permit shall be made on forms furnished by the building code 
official 

(3) • The department of l • 
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manner, and placemeftt of signs, frequency of message changes, the materials, the hours 
of lighting, the height of signs, the total number of square feet of sign surface, and the 
number of signs to be placed on a site. Height of signs shall not be modified above the 
height permitted in the zoning ordinance. The applicant for a coordinated sign special use 
permit shall submit a statemeftt of justification for such program in addition to 
information vmich describes the number, location, size, height, clearance, color, material, 
type of illumination, if applicable, of all proposed signs within the program. A proposed 
coordinated sign program may be approved if council finds that it provides the same or 
greater benefits to the public as the sign regulations otherwise applicable. 

(D) Waiver of requiremeftt by special use permit. A special use permit may be obtained 
pursuant to section 11 500, which authorizes the of signage other.vise not permitted by 
this Article IX, subject to the follov,ing: 
( 1) The special use permit applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed s1gnage 

v.,ould correspond with the iftteftt of this Article IX; and 
(2) City council finds that: 

a. The proposed signage has an exceptional design or approach that cannot 

b. 

c-. 

be accomplished within the existing regulations 
The proposed signage 1.vill not have an adverse impact on the nearby 
neighborhood; and 
The signs comply with the applicable standards for approval of a special 
use permit set forth in section 11 504 

9 104 Prohibited signs. 
In addition to signs prohibited elsev.rllere in the zoning ordinance, City Code or by applicable 
state or federal law, Ihe following signs are prohibited in all zones: 
General prohibitions. 

(1) Signs displayed without complying v,ith all applicable regulations of this chapter 
or that violate any city, state or federal lav.'. 

(2) Signs simulating, or which are likely to be confused with, a traffic cofttrol sign or 
any other sign displayed by a public authority. Any such sign is subject to 
immediate removal and disposal by an authorized city official as a nuisance. 

(B) Prohibitions based en materials. 
( 1) Animated signs. This subsection does not apply to flags expressly permitted under 

this article. 
(2) Flashing signs. 
(3) Moving or windblown signs. 
(4) Mobile signs. 
(5) Signs that emit smoke, flame, scent, mist, aerosol, bubbles, liquid or gas. 
(6) Signs that emit sound. 
(7) Any electronic sign or digital text and graphic sign. This section does not apply to 

signs specifically required by section 9 7 7 of the City Code. 
(8) Pole signs. 
(9) Signs which utilize a spotlight or other device which projects a beam of light in 

the direction of any street, road, highway, alley or parking area. so that it may be 
seen by the operator of a motor vehicle vmen the vehicle is not parked. 



. l S""-'\ f'Ojl!IH1'1 • 

"!
0
'"'1 P""""II" ""11s awa, . , • "II! hll"""'l"I . ~ V Ol Afddu ¼OU soon UOP"°SA ·spmoqn10 t' -~"'"' ,ns SIU±· i3 .a 

. •• "f'Ojl!001'1 • .. • ,,-Sl!--!S •1-•d 

hjHe P"" '""""f"' pametl" •! ""'"l"'d •'ti ~"'""I ,r "' aq ll"'fS "~!' "'l± (q 
d fU!JOlUOJ,'q U0li3Ulqsu 'it Oi3 • uqqi3!f opuOUJ lUHlUIUllU 

(o 

-fH 

(tI) 
(z:I) 
(II) 

n I , 

r, 



·uel-U Ui3!S JO UO!lUJfiOJU;J 90 l 6 

"l9UIAO 9lfl Ol isoo 
9i3UUUW ~¼IO eqi 'ecniou 9lfl JO SAUp uei 

"'lfl eihuqo pun JUAowe1 "'lfl esnuo nuqs ~ uuis i3u~µoddns lO • sui3!S qons 'lOP9l!P 
unm H neAOW9l iou e1u se1nioruis lo sp ~..:i:I ·1n. o.:U"'l em us11dwooou Ol ,(µedo1d "'''l+'rn t' lll,'• l9lJU ::;:~ vn m,:, '1+ '1 • 

1ue1 10 'e1npruis 'i3U!Pl!nq eqi JO 1eu,ao ·1~e~ ~uo JO poped snonu!¼UOO 

g ( pe1dnooo iou s1 e1npruis 10 p1-Upuuis 
u lOJ eouump10 S!ql ,(q pett!Wled u !S u ' q s l~ p1-Upuuis ~mµoddns u 'e1nioruis 

• qs u:an; u 101 9lfilONl • • 1ioedsen1 9u'.l Jl A9AOW9l eq nu. (m, ~O "'Sfl nenul¼UOO AUU JO en. 
"' • r mmliU03S!jl -'-• "' • · l"'fS Ee) 

ne,(u1ds1p lO pepe1e rfSilO!A ,., • s lO i3mn1mq u JO esn eqi l9Aeue ii 
r • .....drud j03J JO .,.,..... · r · "jOMW'"lf 

Ee) 

'ummdo 1eq lO S!q U!:~« • ~ nun (uw JUIOYJO i3U!pnnq 
9 • • g s e, U{{ Ol esnuv t'"':.:r ' · 

pe1rnde1 lO peAOW9l SU !r~ d S¼l-Ud i3UISSlW lO 9A!P()J9p WOlj 99l] 

• "lUIUd i3U!J99 lO • • um:µnuoo fl3.ln~on.1ls 
• nrm '439U U UI puu .. r ( 'i 

, puoo uuap r= r · , g s ff' , 43:, ldmy aq nuqs puu uo9~ Si3UlU"4J pun seenbJ-Uw su ! v (T) 

m seWll nu in peu!Ulli!UW eq nuqs • a. ·eouuue¼U!Ut\l ~7 
~· • • • ""l'"'l'""l8 

(q) 

Ev) 

n 

n : l 

n 



u 

' ' u 

u 

~~e dafea, ot a tgn i~ the _sum of the afeas v1ithin rectangulaf lines inscribed Mound each sepafate 
::i:r , sym ~ or pwton~l element on the face of a sign, and the height of a sign shall be 

as;~d to mclude the sign and supporting appai'atus for any freestanding sign; provided that: 
~1 - The afea of a sign, or an-y portion thereof, having a distinctive or ornamental 
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border shall include both the area enclosed by the border, and the area enclosed ,.vithin 
the border. 

The afea of a sign, or any portion thereof, having a distinctiYe or ornamental 
background, which sets the background apart from a lMger surface so that it forms an 
integral part or element of the sign, shall include the afea of the background. 

The afea of a freestanding sign, or any portion thereof, having a background 
which extends beyond the words, symbols or pictorial elements thereof shall include 
the afea of the background including the base for monument signs. 

If any portion of the words, symbols or pictorial elements of a sign extends 
beyond a border or background or has no border or background, the afea of that portion 
of the sign shall be the afea of a rectangle inscribed Mound it. 

The afea of a marquee, or any panel thereof, which specifically provides a 
background for a sign shall be included in the area of the sign. 

The afea of any sign hung, placed, painted or displayed on a mafquee or avming 
shall be included in determining the total afea of signs erected or displayed. 

The area of a double face sign shall be considered to be the area of the one face 
having the larger afea. 
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9-200 -Signs regulations and limitations by zoning district. 
9-201- Sign regulations. 

[: __ _ c=· 

Signs are permitted on any lot, in any zone, and in any required yard subject to all other applicable requirements of this Article. 
(A)Sign regulations for a lot containing a single-unit, two-unit, townhouse, and multi-unit up to four unit use. 

Sign type Maximum number of signs Maximum sign area Maximum height 

Flags 3 16 square feet 25 feet 

Freestanding, minor 2 1 square foot (each sign) 3 feet 

Wall 2 1 square foot (each sign) No limit 
On a lot with an active building permit 
or that is actively marketed for sale or 7 square feet 

Temporary 
rent 

No limit 6 feet (freestanding only) 
Signs posted for no more than 120 days 
with a 30 day interruption between 7 square feet (each sign) 
oostin!!s 

(B) Sign regulations for a lot containing a non-residential, multi-unit with more than four units, and mixed uses Freestanding monument and wall 
signs may be illuminated sub;ect to the limitations established by section 9-202. 

Sign type Maximum number Maximum sign area Maximum height 

Flags l 24 square feet 
35 feet (freestanding 

only) 

Lots 100 feet wide or less Not permitted 

Freestanding, 
Lots more than 100 feet wide but less 

l 3 2 square feet 6 feet 
200 feet wide 

monument 

Lots 200 feet wide and wider 2. 40 square feet 

6 feet 

Freestanding, Signs located 20 feet or less from any 
5 per 100 feet of lot width 4 square feet 

front lot line mmor 



c=- c= c.:~~-
Signs located more than 20 feet from 

5 per 100 feet of lot width 8 square feet 
any front lot line 

Signs located on buildings 40 feet tall or 
1: 1.5 sign area ratio 

less 

Wall No limit 
No limit 

Signs located on buildings taller than 40 
1 :2 sign area ratio 

feet 

Portable 1 per business 8 square feet 4 feet 

Cannot exceed more 

Window No limit 
than 20% of the glazing 

No limit 
area of the window 
where it is installed 

On a lot with an active building permit 
or that is actively marketed for sale or l 1 : 1 sign area ratio 
rent 

Temporm 6 feet (freestanding only) 
Signs posted for no more than 120 days 
with a 30 day interruption between No limit 1: 1 sign area ratio 
postings 
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9-202 - Signs permitted with special use permit. 
(A) Waiver of requirement bv special use permit. A special use permit may be 

obtained pursuant to section 11-500, which authorizes the provision of signage 
otherwise not permitted by this Article IX, subject to the following: 

(1) The special use permit applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed 
signage would correspond with the intent of this Article IX and 

(2) City council finds that: 
i. The proposed signage has an exceptional design or approach that 

cannot be accomplished within the existing regulations; 
n. The proposed signage will not have an adverse impact on the 

nearby neighborhood; and 
111. The signs comply with the applicable standards for approval of a 

special use permit set forth in section 11-504. 
(B) Signs permitted with administrative special use permit. The following signs may 

be allowed with administrative approval, subject to section 11-513: 
(A)Any signs that exceed the maximum permitted number, height, or sign area; 
(B) Temporary signs that are posted for more than 120 days without interruption; and 
(C) Digital signs. 

9-203 - Prohibited signs. 
The following signs are prohibited: 

{A) 
ill} 

(Q 
(ill 
ill} 
(E} 
(ill 

ill} 

ill 

ill 

{K) 

Flashing signs; 
Illuminated wall signs located higher than 35 feet above grade within historic 
districts or facing the George Washington Memorial Parkway; 
Internally illuminated panel signs; 
Moving signs; 
Pole signs that exceed six feet in height; 
Roof signs; 
Signs erected on public land; other than 1) those approved by the city manager or 
his or her designee in writing, 2) those where an ordinance authorizing such 
encroachment has been enacted by city council those approved by the City under 
a right-of-way agreement, 3) those authorized by law without such approval, or 4) 
those permitted under Virginia Code§ 24.2-3 lOE; 
Signs that simulate traffic control signs or any other sign displayed by a public 
authority. Any such sign is subject to immediate removal and disposal by an 
authorized city official as a nuisance; 
Any sign that causes a safety hazard for vehicular, bicycle, or pedestrian traffic 
due to its location; 
Signs that emit sound, smoke, flame, scent, mist, aerosol, bubbles, liquid, or gas; 
and 
Billboards. 

9-204 - Sign limitations, removal, and maintenance requirements. 
(A)Limitationsfor illuminated signs. 

(1) Signs shall comply with the limitations established for lighting in City Code 
section 13-1-3 and 

16 
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(2) Signs facing or located on a lot abutting a residential zone shall not be illuminated 
between 10:30 p.m. and 6:30 a.m .. 

(B) Limitations for portable signs. 
(1) Signs shall be located on the property of the sign owner, outside a minimum 

lateral walkway clearance of five feet for pedestrian travel, within 15 feet of the front 
building wall, and a minimum of 15 feet from any driveway or intersection; and 

(2) Signs shall only be displayed during operating hours of the business. 
(C) Removal and maintenance requirements. 

(1) Whenever the use of a building or structure or real property is discontinued, all 
sign faces pertaining to that use which were previously erected or displayed shall be 
removed within 30 days of the discontinuance of the use. 

(2) Irrespective of any continued use or any discontinuance in use of a building or 
structure, a supporting standard or structure for a sign shall be removed if the 
standard or structure is not occupied by a sign permitted by this ordinance for a 
continuous period of one year. 

(3) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of the building, structure, or real 
property to accomplish the removal. If, after written notice to the owner from the 
director, such signs or supporting standards or structures are not removed within ten 
days of the notice, the director shall cause the removal and charge the cost to the 
owner. 

(4) Any sign erected on public land is subject to immediate removal and disposal by 
any authorized official. Removal of the sign under this provision does not preclude 
liability of the person responsible for the sign. 

(5) All signs shall be maintained at all times in a safe structural condition and in a 
neat and clean condition and shall be kept free from defective or missing parts or 
peeling paint. 

(6) The building official may find cause to have signs removed or repaired 
immediately without written notice any sign which, in their opinion, has become 
insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe, and, as such, presents an 
immediate threat to the safety of the public. If such action is necessary to render a 
sign safe, the cost of such emergency removal or repair shall be at the expense of the 
owner or lessee thereof as provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code. 

~ Residential district signs. 
(A) Except as otherwise prohibited in this article, the following signs are permitted as 

accessory to residential or non residential uses in the following residential districts. 
(1) In the R 20, R 12, R 8, R 5, R 2 5, RB, RM, RS, RT, PO£, and WPR zones the 

following regulations shall apply: 
a. On property used for residential purposes only the following signs are 

permitted: 
i. Flags: 

1. }lumber 0nd size limits: One flag per 20 feet (or portion 
thereof) of lot width to a maximum of three flags per property 
with a mm(imum size of 16 square feet for each flag. 

2. J.1mmting 01~d instttU0tion regulations: Freestanding flags 
may only be less than 25 feet in height. \Vall mounted flags 

17 
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b. },/eunting tmd installation regulBtions: Such signs shall be 
•.vall mounted. Such sign shall not praject more than four 
feet from the building wall or \vithin one foot of an 
established curb line and the bottom of the sign is to be 
at least eight feet above a sidewalk or parking area and at 
least 14 .5 feet above an alley. Such sign cannot be higher 
than 20 feet above grade measured from the location 
immediately below the sign to the top of the sign. Such 
signs are only permitted to encroach upon a public right 
of way if permitted by an enacted encroachment 
ordinance or which city council has expressly authorized 
installation. 

9 202 Commercial, special, overlay, and mixed use district signs. 
(A) GeneraUy. Except as provided other.vise in this article, the following signs are 

permitted as accessory uses in the CC, CD, CDX, CG, CL, CR, CSL, KR, NR, CRMU 
/L, CRMU/M, CRMU/H, CRMU/X, OC, OCH, OCM(50), OCM(l 00), CDD, and '}I 1 
zenetr.-

i. Flags: 
h ]•lumber and size limits: One flag per 20 feet (or portion thereof) of lot 

tt. 

2. 

width with a maximum size of 24 square feet for each flag. The area used for 
flags shall be deducted from area allowed for permanent wall signage or 
other temporary 1v1all signage, as permitted in section 9 202(A)ii. l .a or b or 
in sections 9 20l(A)iii.6 or 9 20l(A)iii.7. 

},/ounting and installation regul·tltions: Freestanding flags may only be 
attached to a pole less than 3 5 feet in height. Wall mounted flags may only 
be on a prajecting pole no longer than siJc feet or may be mounted flat 
against the wall or on a windov1 provided that the flag does not cover more 
than 20 percent of the glazing area of the windov,r vihere it is installed. The 
clearance under a projecting wall mounted flag shall not be less than eight 
feet directly belO\v the location where the flag is mounted. 

Temporary signs: 
1. ]Vumher, size end time limits: 

a. A mmdmmn of one sign with a maximum size of one square feet 
for each linear foot of building width for the v,rall on which the sign 
is mounted per frontage on a street, alley, or parking lot only when 
located on property where a building permit is active. Such sign 
shall be wall mounted and may only be mounted flat against the 
wall or installed as a •.vindov,r sign. The area allov1ed for this 
temporary signage shall be deducted from area allowed for 
permanent ',Nall signage or other temporary •.vall signage, as 
permitted in section 9 202(A)ii.l.b or in sections 9 20l(i\.)iii.6 Of 

9 201(A)iii.7. 
b. A mmdmmn of one sign with a mmdmum size of one square feet 

for each linear foot of building width for the wall on which the sign 
is mounted per frontage on a street, alley, Of parking lot only vihen 
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*** 

(B) Window signs. 'Nindov, signs are permitted up to 20 percent .of the glazing area of 
a window and count toward the maximmn square footage of wall signs permitted. 
Window signs are permitted only on the first floor of a building unless the applicant 
only has business operations located on an upper floor where the vrindow sign is to be 
displayed. 

9 204 Signs permitted in all zones. 
(A) Additional temporary signs no larger than the largest temporary sign allowed on 

the property pursuant to section 9 200 are permitted on any property with the 
permission of the property ovmer for no more than 90 days, and there shall be a 30 day 
interruption between posting periods for temporary signs in this section. 

9-402 - Nonconforming signs. 

(A) Nonconforming sSigns means any sign that existed prior to the effective date of any 
change in the zoning regulations or restrictions but which thereafter, by reason of such 
change, is not in compliance with the zoning regulations or restrictions then in effect 
lawfully in existence on the effective date of this chapter or prior ordinances, vmich do 
not conform with the provisions of this article, and signs vmich are accessory to a 
nonconforming use shall be deemed to be nonconforming signs and may remain except 
as qualified below. The burden of establishing nonconforming status of signs and of the 
physical characteristics/location of such signs shall be that of the owner of the property. 
Upon notice from the zoning administrator, a property owner shall submit verification 
that sign(s) were lawfully existing at time of erection. Failure to provide such verification 
shall be cause for order to remove sign(s) or bring sign(s) into compliance with the 
current ordinance. Nonconforming signs shall be permitted to continue indefinitely and 
shall be considered legal uses and structures subject to the following: 

(B) No nonconforming sign shall be modified or relocated unless such modification or 
relocation complies with this article enlarged nor shall any feature of a nonconforming 
sign, such as illumination, be increased!. 

( C) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent keeping in good repair a 
nonconforming sign!. other than a pole sign. If a nonconforming sign, other than a pole 
sign, is destroyed, demolished, or otherwise removed, it may be reconstructed provided 
that there is no increase in the degree of noncompliance which existed prior to such 
destruction, demolition, or removal. Nonconforming signs shall not be extended or 
structurally reconstructed or altered in any manner, except a sign face may be changed so 
long as the new face is equal to or reduced in height and/or sign area. Nonconforming 
pole signs shall be removed within seven years of the date of adoption (June 18, 2016). 

(D) A pole sign which exceeds six feet in height shall be removed if: 
(1) The pole sign is destroyed, demolished, or otherwise removed or 
(2) The cost to repair a damaged sign is more than 50% of the replacement value of 

the sign. 
(D) No nonconforming sign shall be moved for any distance on the same lot or to any other 

lot unless such change in location 1.vill make the sign conform in all respects to the 
provisions of this article. 

30 



u 

u 

u 

~ 

(F) 

A, nonconforming sign that is destroyed or damaged by any casualty to an extent not 
exceeding 50 percent of its area may be restored v,ithin two years after such destruction 
or damage but shall not be enlarged in any manner. If such sign is so destroyed or 
damaged to an extent eJrneeding 50 percent, it shall not be reconstructed but may be 
replaced 1.vith a sign that is in full accordance with the provisions of this article. 
A nonconforming sign which is changed to becoming conforming or is replaced by a 
conforming sign shall no longer be deemed nonconforming, and thereafter such sign shall 
be in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

Section 5. That Section 11-513 (ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of 
the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in 
strikethrough and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows: 

11-513 - Administrative special use permit. 

*** 

*** 
(W) Specific standards for signs. 

ill 

ill 

ill 

ill 
ill 
® 

ill 

00 

All signs and sign structures shall comply with the height regulations of 
the zone in which they are located. 
Signs must be located on a site that has one or more of the following: 

(a) A lot size of 15,000 square feet or more; 
(b) Three or more businesses; 
( c) Frontage on more than one street; or 
( d) Frontage exceeding 400 feet. 

For temporary signs only, the administrative special use permit shall 
expire two years from the date of approval. 
The wall sign area ratio, including temporary signs, shall not exceed 1 :2. 
The sign is not a prohibited sign pursuant to section 9-203. 
The number of freestanding__§_!gns shall not exceed the maximum number 
permitted by more than 50 percent. If fewer than two freestanding 
monument signs are permitted pursuant to section 9-201, no more than one 
additional freestanding monument sign shall be permitted with 
administrative special use permit approval. 
The freestanding sign shall not have a sign area or height of more than 
one-third larger than the maximum sign area and taller than the height 
otherwise permitted. 
Digital signs shall comply with the following criteria: 
(a) Signs shall comply with the illumination limitations in section 9-

204(A); 
(b) Text, graphics, and images shall not be animated, move, or flash; 
(c) Signs shall have an automatic photocell dimmer; and 
(d) The changing of text or graphics shall occur no more than two 

times Q_er minute. 
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Section 6. That the director of planning and zoning be, and hereby is, directed to 
record the foregoing text amendment. 

Section 7. That Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of Article II 
(DEFINITIONS), Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of Article IV 
(COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES), Section 6-605 (SIGNS) of Article VI 
(SPECIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES), Article IX (SIGNS), and Section 11-513 
(ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of Article XI (DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVALS AND PROCEDURES), as amended pursuant to Sections 1 through 5 of this 
ordinance, be, and the same hereby are, reordained as part of the City of Alexandria Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Section 8. That this ordinance shall become effective on the date and at the time of 
its final passage, and shall apply to all applications for land use, land development or subdivision 
approval provided for under the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance which may be filed after 
such date, and shall apply to all other facts and circumstances subject to the provisions of the 
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, except as may be provided in Article XII of the Zoning 

Ordinance. L ll-----
~~ 
Mayor 

to Form: 

Cheran "Cordell~erv City Attorney 

Final Passage: April 26, 2025 
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