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Esperita is a compassionate and visionary leader at the Center for Economic Support, where she and her
team serve thousands of Alexandrians each year. She creates a welcoming environment for individuals
and families facing financial hardship. Esperita has been a driving force behind the city's food security
initiatives, forging strong partnerships and expanding access to farmer's markets where SNAP benefits
can be used—ensuring healthy food is within reach for more residents. Her commitment to equity is
equally evident in her efforts to improve language access, helping all members of the community
understand and connect with vital resources.

Jeffry’s journey in the hospitality industry is nothing short of inspiring. Starting as a dishwasher ten years
ago, he has steadily risen through the ranks to become the General Manager—now the welcoming and
familiar face of the restaurant group. Known for his positivity, Jeffry tackles every task without
hesitation, earning the admiration of regulars for both his exceptional service and the genuine care he
brings to every interaction. He is a shining example of what the hospitality industry strives for—someone
whose passion, energy, and kindness are simply unmatched. Jeffry deeply understands what it means to
work from the ground up, and he leads with empathy, often quietly stepping in to support employees in
times of need. His love for people and for the industry is rare and deeply felt by everyone around him.

Dr. David Weintritt founded the National Breast Center Foundation in 2014, establishing the only
comprehensive breast health foundation in Alexandria focused on education, access to care, and
advancing breast cancer technology. For nearly a decade, the Foundation has provided free screenings,
diagnostics, and treatment to underserved women, primarily uninsured women of color in Alexandria.
Despite a demanding medical practice and global commitments in research and education, Dr. Weintritt
remains deeply devoted to patients with nowhere else to turn. In 2015, he launched the Walk to Bust
Cancer, a powerful community event celebrating survivors, honoring those lost, and supporting those in
treatment.

Tesfaye joined Senior Services Alexandria in 2021 as a part-time driver, where he quickly stood out for his
compassion on the Meals on Wheels route. Promoted to Outreach Coordinator, his Amharic fluency and
Ethiopian heritage enabled him to connect with Alexandria's Amharic-speaking community through
outreach, events, and advocacy for older adults. He has since organized traditional Coffee Ceremonies
and exercise classes, aimed at fostering community health and well-being. Tesfaye also recruits Senior
Ambassador volunteers, who he mentors to support senior initiatives. Tesfaye’s journey from driver to
leader highlights his dedication to serving vulnerable populations and bridging cultural divides in Alexandria.

Heather joined AlexRenew as a Wastewater Operations Technician and quickly identified the need for
standardized training. Promoted to lead the initiative, she developed and implemented the Operational
Training Program, combining hands-on experience with technical instruction to enhance operator skills
and foster workforce growth. Her commitment to AlexRenew’s mission has made the program a
cornerstone of workforce development, driving a 25% promotion rate and improved performance.
Heather's leadership and adaptability have made her an invaluable member of the team, leaving a lasting
impact on the organization.
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