WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

- 2 -
Alexandria FETimes
Denise Dunbar

Publisher ¢ Executive Editor
ddunbar@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens
Sales Director
mstevens@alextimes.com

Caitlyn Meisner
Managing Editor/Reporter
cmeisner@alextimes.com

Wafir Salih
Reporter
wsalih@alextimes.com

Arwen Clemans
Photo Intern

Sandra Smith
Intern

ADVERTISING

Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

Marty DeVine
mdevine@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan
pculligan@alextimes.com

Tina Franco
Office Administrator
tfranco@alextimes.com

DIRECTOR OF ART & DESIGN

Jessica Kim
graphics@alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS
Kerry Boyd Anderson
Kim Davis
Mark Eaton
Mark Edelman
Thompson Eskew
Kim Gilliam
Ryan Hopper
Kim Jackson
Lexie Jordan
Louise Krafft
Brianne McConnell
Jim McGrath
Kaitlin Murphy
Erin Shackelford
Dr. Vivek Sinha
Dr. David Weintritt
Amy Will

ALEXTIMES LLC

Denise Dunbar
Managing Partner

The Ariail family
Suzanne Brock
William Dunbar
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Edgar Allan Poe’s Alexandria connections

On Oct. 30 and Oct. 31, Da-
vid Keltz returns to the Al-
exandria History Museum at
The Lyceum for the annual
“Poe in Alexandria” perfor-
mance. Keltz will bring Edgar
Allan Poe to life, sharing sto-
ries, poems and literary crit-
icism — all from memory as a
performance and not as aread-
ing. Poe himself never lectured
at Alexandria’s Lyceum, but he
did lecture at other Lyceums
and he did have a few connec-
tions to Alexandria.

Poe’s mother Eliza was a
talented singer and actress.
In 1802, the 15-year-old Eliza
married Charles Hopkins, one
of her fellow actors. They im-
mediately traveled with their
troupe to Alexandria to per-
form five weeks of shows at
the Alexandria Theatre. The
Alexandria Theatre was lo-
cated on the northside of the
400 block of Cameron Street —
across from the side of Gads-
by’s Tavern.

The shows in Alexan-
dria included a rotating se-
lection of plays, generally a
main play followed by shorter
pieces listed as “a Comic” or
“a Farce.” Newspaper ads list
Eliza playing eight different
roles in as many plays. The
ads also list her as performing
two songs, “The Day of Mar-
riage,” performed solo, and
“Triple Hornpipe,” as part of
atrio.

Edgar Allan Poe corre-
sponded with Daniel Bryan,
who served as Alexandria’s
postmaster for more than
three decades. Bryan was a
poet in his spare time, and in
the December 1841 issue of
Graham’s Magazine, Poe wrote
an article on “Autography” in
which he analyzed people’s
handwriting. Of Bryan’s hand-
writing, Poe noted:

“Mr. B has written some
very excellent poetry, and is
appreciated by all admirers
of ‘the good old Goldsmith
school.” He is, at present, post-
master at Alexandria, and has
held the office for many years,
with all the good fortune of a
Vicar of Bray. His MS. is a free,
sloping and regular one, with
more boldness than force, and
not ungraceful. He is fond of
underscoring his sentences; a
habit exactly parallel with the
argumentative nature of some
of his best poems.”

Though not high praise
from Poe — comparing him
to Goldsmith meant he was
old-fashioned — Bryan be-
gan corresponding with Poe
in 1842, sending him poems
with the hope that Poe would
publish them in Graham’s
Magazine. Poe had moved on
from Graham’s, and the po-
ems Bryan sent never found
their way to Poe. Poe wrote to
Bryan at least twice, and one of
the letters survives in the lowa

David Keltz as Edgar Allen Poe.
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State Historical Archives.

According to the Episcopal
High School website, Poe was
in Alexandria in 1847 and at-
tended the high school’s fi-
nal exercises. He treated those
in attendance to a recital of
“The Raven.”

Edgar Allan Poe’s final con-
nection to Alexandria was that
his aunt and mother-in-law,
Maria Clemm, lived here for
atime.

As we celebrate Halloween
this year, we invite you to
experience a taste of the “Master
of the Macabre,” which included
historical appearances in
Alexandria. You can purchase
tickets to David Keltz’s
performance as Edgar Allan Poe
at alexandriava.gov/shop.

Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.





