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Ben E. Holt, Jr. was a successful opera singer, playing
iconic roles such as Malcolm X in the Anthony Davis
opera in the 1980s in New York.

His career, from childhood performances to the
stages of New York and Tanglewood, was lovingly
immortalized in scrapbooks by his devoted mother.




In 2020, Ben’s mother, Mrs. Holt, ensured
these memories would sustain, donating
scrapbooks, programs and other ephemera
to the Alexandria Black History Museum.

Later that year, thanks to funding from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services,
the Museum began the task of digitizing
and cataloguing the entire collection. Now
that collection is available to view at
Historic Alexandria Collections Online.

This wonderful collection allows the
Museum to share the history of this
remarkable local talent...



https://historicalexandria.pastperfectonline.com/

A PIANO RECITAL
presented by

Lillian M, Brent

October 10, 1965
4:00 p.m.

St. Monica's Episcopal Parish
Washington, D.C.
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PART THREE = Scholarship Performance

This scholarship is awarded fo a senior high school student who has made musical
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Bornin
Washington,
D.C. in 1955,
Ben E. Holt, Jr’s

Ben began piano

progress and shares these in a pe

| am very pleased to aword the first scholarship to Miss Brenda Jean Cox. Miss Cox
is a groduate of the Wakefield High School in Atlington, Va., and Is presently o
freshman ot Howard University in the Schoo! of Liberal Arts.

Miss Cox has studied with Lillian M. Brent for three and one-half yeors, ond worked
os her assistant. During this training period she showed o great love for music ond a

desire to achieve.

lessons at 5 years
old with Ms. Lillian

I Proeludium . .vveverrevennnaarrnrns Hook .
‘ S;:::Mua,;Suf-lme ............... Boch Brent and hIS
ToAWIdROS® o soocvivsaosnnsoaanas MacDowell
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Forgotten Dreams . .« ..o vcvavvotanenen Anderson
Note: Please hold your applouse for the end of each group played by Miss Cox.

performing career
took off...




e b e 0

“One World of Song™ P

The Community Singers
of Washington, D. C.

MAY CONCERT |

A Children’s Chorus with Music and Dances

from Many Lands

TOBY SINGER, Director

MARTHA MARKUSH

Accompaonist )

Friday, May 21, 1965, 8:00 P. M.

Barker Hell

0

It soon became clear that
singing was Ben’s true calling.

“One World of Song”

Ben performed with The
Community Singers of
Washington, D.C. He is listed
among the soloists in these
programs from 1965 and 1966.

The Community Singers

of Washington, D. C.

SPRING CONCERT

A Children’s Chorus with Music and Dances

from Many Lands

ONE OF A KIND TOBY SINGER, Director

Stodola Pumpa Crech
Soloist .-
Manuel Room Jamalean MAT:;M:;:US"
Lullabye Caorol Polish %
Soloists; Dona Berkus, Karen Singer Wy, Josa 8, 1966, 8400 P, M.
SONGS OF AMERICA-"THE MELTING POT”
Oleana _Norwegian Barker Hall
Soloists: Dana Berkus, Christy DeBoe, Tanya
Hunter, Linda Markush, Amy , Sharon
Washington
Sourwood Mountain American
Tramping . Negro
Risselty Rosselty - - Scottish
Soloist:
Close Your Eyes mYour Finger ... ... . Contemporary S|
Soloists: Christy DeBoe, M Amy Piorko R




Springfield Symphony Orchestra

By November 1966, at age 11, K] Tarws! Pl Dt .

Ben was performing in the role of et A g Linion-INews
The Youth, as a boy soprano, in SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Mendelssohn’s Elijah, in mm%m

Baltimore, MD. BEN HOLT, baritone (Elijah)

(lheAlgel.lheQneel)

e e —— RODNEY NOLAN, tenor (Obadiah)
s o e — He performed in Mendelssohn’s
=5 5:2"?5"3':“?5353 Elijah several times throughout
The Youth (n;n_ﬁ:n-.‘ﬁ;;_;;;m) his career, including in the role
T ‘;gg..g%-gw_:g_ﬁ“e of Elijah in 1989 with the
T e Springfield Symphony Orchestra,
R e e pdcromiie Massachusetts.
o e 3Ty e D

up for the role of Elijah.

| et e R - e ——— This well-thumbed copy of the
T wn:rf_:“::_____: work belonging to Ben is marked
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High school provided
Ben with numerous
opportunities to
“tread the boards”...

p—

Ron 2y F=
GRG0
A
FOCER
G, Tl 3, I8V
" k(':ﬂ_'". '/.bfa.;..
PdprmeT g
Ol g sl

S Sitn)”
[Res B &l o

S

A vl yof p. o "\. 2
L't.- ?.LL ) g ,:) ‘g}",;:“tw‘.x..

...singing
Broadway
standards and
madrigals and
acting in plays.
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NITE

Cetober 18, 19 & 21, 197z

Fregsnted by the
MAURIGAL SINGARS

CLNCAKT CHOIR
GIRLS ENGEMBLE

JeE«Bs Stuart High School
Auditorium

3301 leace Valley Lane

Falls Church, Virginia

Kobert J. Rooks, Choral Director

“Broadway Nite” in October
1972, saw Ben performing
as the Lion in The Wizard of
Oz, Don Quixote, complete
with “horse,” in Man of La
Mancha, and as The Russian
in Fiddler on the Roof.
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These high school performances were
covered by the school’s paper, Raiders’ Digest.

VOL. XIV NO. 9

J.E.B. Stuart High School, Falls Church, Va.

May 18, 1973

Pholo by Steve Parker
MADRIGALS JIM BRODEUK, Susan Blakeslee, Chuck Mosn, Debhie
schneider. fen Hlolt and Rod McLucas can be seen tonight in the
musical production ol *Yoor A Good Man, Charlie Brown.” Proliis go to
Gary Denbo Fund,

Page 4 RAIDERS’ DIGEST

f1iti

SENIORS HOD MCLVUAS, Hen Malt, John Tennings.

upeanting Riwanis Kapess The Kapers, sponsoros Ty
Ik sophomore Charlie Howan prepare enthasbastical- Uhe Falls Chunech Kiwsinis Club, will be presented May

SANURRRERERENRRRNAY

I toe e vocal-instrnmental appesrance i the SLAEN i the auditeriim.
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Prograem
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS

by Gian-Carlo Menotti

Presented by
JEB. Stuart Madrigal Singees
Robert . Rooka, Direcror
William C. Parrish, Principel

The reporter was very
complimentary about the
performance and called out
Ben as the star of the show!

The cast performed the work

Holt’s performance as King
Kaspar in the school’s 1971
production of the opera
Amahl and the Night
Visitors, was reviewed by a
local newspaper.

at school and then again, a few
weeks later, at the Kennedy Center.

HOL |DAY CONCERT SERIES

Y :1 g
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JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

PRESENTS
MADRIGAL SINGERS
J.E.B. STUART HIGH SCHOOL
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA
ROBERT J. ROOKS, Director

Monday, December 27, 1971
Concert Hall =~ 3:00 p.m,

« AMAHL AND TRE RIGHT VISITORS

Gian-Carlo Menctti

- ADMISSION FREE

AL s ovsvvsescsevons Frank Desloge
Amahl'e Mother,......Mary Anne Desloge
King Balthasar....... Bob Toma

King Melohtor....ees. Tom Wayne

Xing Xaspar..eeeesees Ben Holt

THE PaGB e eesssesssns Chuck Knoles
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After high school, Ben enrolled in
the Oberlin Conservatory of
Music, Ohio, but later transferred
to the Juilliard School in New
York, graduating with a Bachelor
of Arts in Music in 1981.

While at these music schools, he
continued to perform, including
in the Oberlin’s 1975 staging of
The Marriage of Figaro, a work
he performed in numerous times
during his career.
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JUILLIARD AMERICAN OPERA CENTER
: Peter Mennin
The United States Premiere of

THE RELUCTANT KING
(Le Roi Malgré Lui)
Opera Comique in Three Acts by Emmanuel Chabrier
(Original Version of 1887)

Libretto by E. de Najsc and P, Burani

School of American Ballet Corps de Ballet
Ameriean Opera Center Chorus

JUILLIARD ORCHESTEA

Thursdey, November 18, 1976 st 8:00 pm.  Sanday, November 21, 1976 at 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 20, 1976 a1 8:00 pm.  Moaday, November 22, 1976 at 8:00 p.m.

‘Tha taking of photographs and the use of recording equipment are not allowed in this swditorfum,

‘This program was printed es a contribution of the Gulf -+ Western Industries Foundatioa,




At The Juilliard School, Ben
performed in Mozart’s The
Magic Flute in the role of
Papageno, a bird catcher.

UILLIARD
SCHOOL

Opera Training Department
Workshop Production
Mozart’s
“THE MAGIC FLUTE"”
Friday, March 4, 1977
8:00 p.m,
THE JUILLIARD THEATER

Please use main School entrance at
144 West 66th Street, New York, N.Y. 10023




Part of Ben’s studies at music school was devoted to
languages, especially pronunciation and diction.

Many of the operas he sang were in Italian, German,

or French, and he had to learn how to perform these
works with clear and accurate diction.

Jingers
ltalian

A Manual of Diction

Lucie Mlanén

and Phonefics

WITH ILLUSTRATI
ECORDED BY ELIZABETH
THOMAS HEMSLEY &

The Singers
Manual of
German and
French Diction

In the collection are
several volumes devoted
to the craft of singing in
this different languages.
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In this schoolwork, Ben
wrote the lyrics to
Chanson du Depart,
one of four songs from
Jacques lbert’s
Chansons de Don
Quichotte and Gabriel
Fauré’s Au Bord de
L’eau, and then
provided the phonetic
pronunciation below.

The original lyrics are
written in black/blue
ink and the phonetic
pronunciation are in
pencil (with
corrections in red ink!)
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Ben was dedicated to bringing opera to a
wider audience and breaking down the
stereotypes that alienated people from
the “elitest” art form.

As part of this work, he performed at
schools, including making an appearance
at his former public high school in Falls
Church, VA, as
documented here
in the school’s

. IMWJEBWM
newsletter from R " i

Spring 1981.

ALUMNI SPEAK TO STUDZENTS

e =

During the v»ast three months, four al-
umni of the Stuart Madrigal Singers returned
to school and took time to sing and speak to
students 2bout careers in performance.

Cliff Mdike Wilson '72
in town On e same

Williams '72

day to sudition for the summsr opera company
at Wolftrap Farm fPark. Cliff #illiams was
the second place winner in the zZastern re-
gional 4°trop011taq Overa auditions held in
Washington D.C. in 1930, and has been per-
forming in operas mostly in the Virginia
area near his home in Williamsburg.

place in the Frida

.BenI{olt won first

appearing in productions in the U.S. and
surope, including the prestigious interna-
tional music festival in Spolsto, Italy.

3en was presented in concert at the rhillips
Collection in Washington D.C. January 25th.
The recital will bes brcadcast on WETA-FM,
probably in late June.

A




This program and newspaper
clippings document Holt’s
performances with
Opera/South’s Mississippi
Showboat in 1979 and 1980.
The opera company
performed in a range of
venues, including shopping
malls and university
campuses.

SAVITRI

Music and words by Gustav Holst

SavItYL s o0 0 e e »
Satvavan . .« o . e
EAth y v

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE

Music hy Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Libretto by F, W, Weiskern
English adaptation by Donald Dorr

EANALD DOWK. Artntie Dywese

SAVITRI
Gustav Holst

1979 SBEASON « July 7 through August 5, 1979

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE

Wolfgang A. Mozart

SONATMAN )
DYNLOREX ARINIYNG, (vwevad Masagyi

Speancend b5 Do Missngne [rier Cotlrgtate Opers

donhmny Srate Uiverniny 13

Donna Casella
Irwin Reese
. Ben Holt

Michele . v ¢« o« & s Rivel b lerrel el e Donna Casella
Nick, the Magician . . . « ¢« « « & « + + Ben Holt
) MAKBL % anve wvecer % A S Thie Irwin Reese

APy

Ben Holt as Nick the Magician in Opera/South’s.
’More than Meets the Eye’”




The collection includes letters

from students at a middle
school in Syracuse, N.Y,,
following a visit that Ben made
to the school when he was in
town for a performance.

These are some excerpts from
the students’ letters to Ben
following the event.

Many of them comment on his
casual clothing and how funny
and engaging he was, and how
this was definitely not what they
were expecting from a visiting
opera singer!




Ben won many awards. He was
winner of the First Annual Vocal
Competition of the Independent
Black Opera Singers Inc., (IBOS),
an organization created to aid the
careers of Black male singers.

{ BENHOLT, Baritone

Award Recital

IBOS, Inc., presents

CLirr Jackson, Praso

AsstsTing Aarisrs:  Dewvip Bowss, Caun
Livoa Lirsy, Fume

Sunday Afternoon at 2:30
February 1, 1981

Carnegie Recital Hall A
. 154 West 57th Street ®
: New York City

G
oy

IBOS, Inc. presents

MEN OF IBOS
Independent Black Opera Singers

IN CONCERT

Sunday Evening, June 6, 1982
at 8:30 p.m

ALICE TULLY HALL Broadway at 65th Street ® New York, NY. 10023

Tickets: $10.00 and $12.00 on sale at Alice Tully Box Office as of May 3rd

Mail Orders: Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope and send to:

Box Office
Alice Tully Hall
Broadway & 65th Street New York, N.Y. 10023

Later, he performed with the
“Men of IBOS” group.

Alee Tully Hall
Men of IBOS
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Ben’s career took him
across the country,
and the world.

In this photograph,
Ben is in the
character of Dr. Falke
in @ San Francisco
Opera performance
of Strauss’ Die
Fledermaus, at the
Paul Masson
Mountain Winery in
Saratoga, CA.

Die Fledermang




In this photograph (right)
Ben is in the character of
Harlequin from Strauss’
Ariadne auf Naxos at the
famous Spoleto Festival,
USA, 1984.

Ben also performed at the
Spoleto Festival in Italy in 1980
and 1984. These photographs
are from his 1980 appearance
when he performed in Cavalli’s
L'Erismena.

Also in the collection is his
Italian train ticket to Spoleto!




Ben would often return to
perform in Washington,
D.C. throughout his career,
including numerous
performances back at the
Kennedy Center, where he
had appeared as a high
school student.

In this 1981 recital, Ben and
his accompanist, Cliff
Jackson, combined
American Negro Spirituals
with folk songs from
Germany, Greece, the
United Kingdom, and Spain.

@

BEN HOLT.

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
through its
National Committee on Cultural Diversity in the
Performing Arts
presents

BEN HOLT, Baritone
in a Recital of
MULTI-ETHNIC FOLK SONGS
Cliff Jackson, Pianist

This unique program of multi-ethnic folk songs by Hall Johnson, Johannes Brahms, Maurice Ravel.
Benjamin Britten and Manuel de Falla will take place at

7:30 p.m., Sunday, October 11, 1981 in the Terrace Theatre.

Tickets, $7.50, are available at Kennedy Center Concert Hall Box Office or call Instant-Charge (202)
857-0900

Black BEN HOLT, baritone, comes from Washington, D.C. and attended the Oberlin Con-
servatary of Music and the Juilliard School of Music as a scholarship recipient. As a

Tanglewood fellow for two consecutive summers, he performed solo recitais, cham-
Pg?gl,]CT ber music repertoire and initiated a supportive collaboration with English baritone
PUBLIC John Shirley-Quirk. Mr, Holt won first prize in the Washington International Com-
SCHOOLS petition: he will be presented in a recital at the Phillips Collection on January 25,

1981. Mr. Holt has appeared as soloist with the Tuisa Symphony, Opera Orchestra

of New York, and Opera South. Last summer he made his European debut at the
Spoleto Festival, Spoleto, Italy. Following performances of Monteverdi's /ncoranazione di Popea in Venice,
he was asked to record the work under Baroque specialist, Alan Curtis. Mr. Holt won first place in IBOS’
First Annual Vocal Competition

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

ROCER L STEVENS, Ohavman
MARTA ISTOMIN, drimle Ddrwrter

Ben Holt
CLIFF JACKSON

“Multi-Ethnic Folk Songs™

A

The g of phomgragts and Dhe e of 00NN Spwprm o e alhrmtdd 0 e Bl mam
Bldwm s B 0T prso and slactmnic sgen of e Kenoedy Commr
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Ben also performed at the
Monday Night Musicales. This
program is for his performance

in January 1984.

This ongoing concert series
was founded by Felicja Rybier-
Borisow, pictured here with
Ben Holt.

The performances were
originally held in the homes of
Washingtonians, but later
included recital halls and
embassies.

The concerts provided a venue
and revenue for young, up and
coming artists.

MONDAY NIGHT MUSICALES

‘elicia Hybier-Borisov
yunder-l residont

from Le Nozze di Pigaro)
~INTERMISSION. -

ion's Walls
he Little Horses (from 014 American Songs) A. Copland
t the Hiver

it Xinda Shoes you Goin' to Wear
llymn to Parnassus
o n Brother (from Six Spirituals) RN, Dett
In That Mornin'
I'm 5 Travellin' to the Grave

(The next concert will be February 20, 1984 at the liome of

Mr. and Mrs. Alfredo Halw c 7
e S B
W Petecr - iy K

nuary ¢ 1 e liome of ¥r. and Nrs. Thomas Schwab
BEN HOLT,baritone ‘11ff Jackson, piano

PRUGHAM

Arin, willkommen, werter Schatz cees J.%. Bach
(from Cantata B4V 36)

Arig, liush, no more cene Henry Purcel!
(from The Fairy Queen)

.~ .ecit, and Aria, Pende il ben dell' universo sees G.F. Handel

[from Apollo and Daphne)

o1 Hidalgo Op. 30, no. 3 seee R. Schumann
(Geibel)

{tomanze Op. 136, no. 5 PPN it. Schumann
(Ebro caudolose)

runken miizsen wir alle sein! ceee Hugo Wolf
(Coethe)

fch trage meine minne Op. 32, no. 1 ceea R. Strauss
{lienckell)

Nachtgang Op. 29, no. 3 esee R. Streuss
(Bierbaum)

Ich liebe dich op. 37, no. 2 oo R. Strauss
(von Liliencron)

ria,Non piu andrai sese W.A. Mozart

~ Ty -
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Ben also performed on the

radio and television in the Linda Mabbs
Washington, D.C. area. and Ben Holt
in Recital
In 1982, he performed with
Linda Mabbs in a recital
broadcast on local PBS
television channel WETA 26
with a simulcast on WETA’s
radio station FM 91.

; . ; y 2 THE WASHINGTON POST Wodncsday, Octaber 38, 1981 ; B7
Two of Washington’s uw;u"’c:;wmn‘ull)g vocal /P'l‘w GG

— : . ralents, soprano Linda Mabbs and baritone T.W: When baritone
8‘:::9&.: m 1’&?&:‘“’ et t?ste s - Ben Holt s‘t)ur in a special evening of music. In 1981' Ben finished Eorlawn.d check on
- el el el The program includes classics from Handel, appea red on WETA the Channel 26 “Art Beat” show last
@fand  |Men Mhefal Moot [Comr:_ Britten and others, with a moving duc:} from week, t::‘ mrl h:l'd .:m crews
Lte el s |With itz Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. Tune in for a ’ broke t #p-
8T Sele oo =4 o il M e command performance during this special 26's Art Beat mn& “I have never seen anything
110 Quicy  [News Dynasty stereo simulcast with FM 91. performing arts it,” says the show's producer,
x | n Recital A Jﬂm h. 'I‘* crew M

Love, Am. St TOﬂl bt at 10 { .
e i il e show. Above isa [ ISt
solTomght  |0dd Coaple | ABC News : Stardiy ('gmmei_ : W e :
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Marion Barry, Jr., then Mayor of the District of Columbia,
proclaimed October 11, 1981, as Ben Edward Holt, Jr. Day!

The presentation was delivered
on stage during one of Holt’s
performances and was reported
by the local press...

By Christy Nugent
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RAIDERS' DIGEST

Holt Honored by Mayor Barry

artist performed at the Phill-

bas soveral times
Ben Holt, a professional lpw‘:eﬂmhwm Sy e

in the fow years to talk
10 stadoats about careers in

music and for them.

&
Hen Holt in 1973

...including his high school newspaper,
complete with his student photo!
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Throughout his career, Ben

performed songs from Gershwin’s
Porgy and Bess numerous times,
either as a staging of the complete

work, the concert version, or as part

of a group of selected songs.

The photograph of Ben is from a

rehearsal for the 1976 FDU

performance.

LAFAYETTE AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Lofayette Averwe ond South Oxford St,

Brooklys, N. Y,

The Rav, George Litch Knight, D, D., Minister

March 20, 1977 4:00 P.M. {Underwood Chopel)

FESTIVAL OF MUSIC FROM BLACK COMPOSERS,
OPERAS, CHAMBER MUSIC AND ORATORIO

From: PORGY and BESS
S Summertine®

“A Weman ks A Sometime Thing*
Porgy

"Gooe, Gone, Gome™
"Ovetflow, Overflow*
"My Man's Gone Now™

Bews
“Leevin' for the Promise Lon'
Bess

"I Got Plenty of Nothin'*
P

Porgy
Beus

orgy
"Bess, You Is My Woman Now"

INTERMCSMON

FORGY AND DESS (onsrnrt sarninnl Coarge Garndain

e Srivie Condton e swne
Ao 7. | Gor Planty O Mo
S+ Mows Vou (o My W Now
A Wamen It A Sommrine Thoy O | Con'r 1 Doun
Gowwe. Game, G 1" A’y Meewssardy So
Ny Mar's Gow Now Thore's A B D'y Lawess

George Genhwin (1292-1900) Pronised Lond Oh Lowd, ' On My Wy

Panhiclia Rogers, saprane
Ben Holt, bass—barlione
Chorus
Chorus
Chorus
Alostoa Foster, soprono

Alessca Fater, sopronn
Chonus

Ben Holt, bau-beritonn

Ben Holt, boss-baritone
Alewsos Foiter, woprono

fairleigh

the

dicki bicentennial
UNIVERSITY CONCERT
PAIRLEIOH DICKINSON UMIVERNTY CONCERT CHOIR
—t Ovebogire
Prol. Lanis bocker, sossneting
THE DICENTINNAL CONCERT
Serclay, Mey 14 1978 300 g Bt bhd Cumpis Symnasion
CWCHESTER PiaLws Lovwnd Bompten (9N |
f Poalw 108, 7
Pasde 100, srvire
| Pobe 20, ewse
Poim 1 os 14
Lo Cosperumth 77, snleint
Poasle 111, snton
Ponke 132 o )
BMAPIODY IN BLUr Gowege Gorvhuis (1050 we
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SAMUEL GOI DWYN

7 PORGY

SONEY POITER - DOROTHY DANDRIDSE
SANNY QUNSS, Jr.+ PEARL BALEY

Sl vy STBRSE CORUIVA - Uss by 0RO WTrRARY
T I I

FRST TIME TIS SEARON

Porgy and Bess

Opera in thewe aits

r George ordhoin

R
ilj| (Y
r‘l! h‘";."3
Bruce Stotesbury, Calgary Herald
This newspaper clipping image is from a
1988 performance with the Calgary Opera, In the 1989 Metropolitan Opera’s performance,
~in which Ben played the role of Jack. Ben was cast in the role of Sportin’ Life.
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However, arguably Ben’s most important role came in 1986, when
he took on the title role in Anthony Davis’ opera “X: The Life and
Times of Malcolm X”. Ben received a ten-minute standing ovation on
his opening night, and he received numerous stellar reviews.

X (THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MALCOLM X)

¥ Yourk City Opers

Makolm Limle, Makootos X

! hen all
El-Haj] Malik E-Shabszz | Nt N

Thomas Young
Priwills Baskerville
Marietta Simpeon

Mak 5. Dom
Arscad Prasaley
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National Association of Teachers of Singing

(New York Chapter)
presents

A Concert of Vocal Music by
LEE HOIBY

with

Cynthia Millen, sapmans
Dotor. Slnsant, barddone

.‘/:- .’m&\ Suano

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1988
2:30 p.m.

Mannes School of Music
150 West 85th Street, NYC

| HAVE A DREAM (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
(frst performance)

Ben Holt

I think you might like to know a little about
my brief acquaintance with Ben. At the first rehearsal
together (and I think there may have been only one), when
I heard him sing "I Have a Dream" for the first time,
I said "I'm going to do something impetuous," and I
"to Ben Holt"™ Next

got up and wrote on both our copies.

time we met, he told me he had gone home that evening
with a big smile on his face, because it was the first
time anybody had dedicated a piece to him. Now I am
so glad I was impetuous that day, rather than have

waited til we knew each other before making so personal

a gesture,

In 1988, Ben’s career touched on the words of another icon of
the Civil Rights movement, when he sang the words of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as set to music by Lee Hoiby.

In a letter to Ben’s mother after his death, Hoiby recounted
how Ben’s performance at their first rehearsal inspired him to
dedicate this work to the singer.




Tragically, at age 26, Ben received a diagnosis of
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Careful to protect his voice, he
continued to perform and lived with the disease for 8
years. Following his death, in 1990, his mother and a
group of friends set up The Friends of Ben Holt Society,
Inc. Through performances and donations, the Society
was able to raise enough funds to create a Ben Holt
Memorial Scholarship at the Juilliard School.

Through the tireless collecting of memorabilia, Ben’s mother ensured
that his legacy would be preserved, and through her generous
donation to the Alexandria Black History Museum, we are dellghted
that his work can continue to be shared with the public.

Explore the collection at: Historic Alexandria Collections Online



https://historicalexandria.pastperfectonline.com/
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