Wilkes Street Tunnel

he Wilkes Street Tunnel was part of the eastern division of the Orange & i . 22"/ ity of Alexandria, Vigiia
Alexandria Railroad, founded in 1848 to promote trade with western | |
rginia. The Orange & Alexandria inaugurated its track in Alexandria on
May 7, 1851 with a run from the north end of Union Street to the Wilkes Street
Tunnel. Thus, the tunnel linked the railroad to warehouses and wharves along
the waterfront. Located nearby, the Smith and Perkins Foundry
manufactured locomotives for the Orange & Alexandria and otherrailroads.

The Wilkes Street track continued in operation until 1975 when declining
industrial activity along the waterfront no longer warranted rail service. The
tunnel is one of Alexandria’s few surviving 19th century transportationsites.
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he Orange & Alexandria line was one of many Alexandria railroads taken over by

i Union forces at the onset of the Civil War. While this northerly section of the

attempting to straig railroad was incorporated into the U.S. Military Railroad, the length of track south of

i foriofthe Wi the Rappahanock River remained in Confederate hands. Both sections played a major

T - role in the strategies of North and South, as well as a decisive element in the

Volunteers until he w : US.MR.R Confederate victory at the Second Battle of Manassas or Bull Run. The Wilkes Street

Sl : : Tunnel gave the Union army access to the wharves for shipping military supplies on car
ferriessouthto Aquia Creek, terminus ofthe Richmond,

Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad.
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