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At Al exandriaéthe Potomac rolls its
grandeur, sixtygun ships may lie before the town, which stands upon its

lofty banks, commanding, to a great extent, the flatter shore of Maryland.
Thistown israpidlyonrite i ncrease, and é cannot

thefirst cities of the new worldihe Marquis de Chastellux.Travels in North
America, Vol. lll, 1780i 1782.
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Alexandria Waterfront History Plan

Alexandria, a Living History

Preface by the Chair

This plan is the work of many hands in a span of a feeks. It was sparked by a
request by the Cityds Planning and Zoning
Resources Commission (HARC) to create a committee to advise the City about the
historic and cultural content of the proposed Waterfront Platurin HARC asked the
Alexandria Archaeological Commission (AAC) to create a committee and write a History
Waterfront Plan on its behalf. The following day, the ACC formed an Alexandria
Waterfront History Plan Committee. The AAC Members were: James IicGair,

Vince LaPointe, Katy Cannady, Ted Pulliam, Ann Davin, Tom Fulton, Seth Tinkham,
and Ellen Hamilton. A former commission member, Diane Riker, was asked to join the
discussions and provided innumerable and essential contributions. Matthew Harwoo
who helped create the Arts Plan for the Waterfront, was also invited to participate and
provided not only insights into the approach of the arts community, but also specific
recommendations for interpretive collaboration. Director of the Office obHiist

Alexandria Lance Mallamo and City Archaeologist Pamela Cressey supported the
committee, providing important suggestions and advice. Various members of the public
and representatives of other commissions such as HARC and community organizations
also mrticipated in meetings and provided important suggestions.

Seven to ten members of the committee were present at each meeting, which were
announced in advance, and there were six meetings over a seven week period, averaging
3.5 hours per meeting. Seviensembers of the public attended most meetings. Outside

of the meetings, the chair and other members of the committee conducted research,
analysis, interpretation and wrote the report, which represents hundreds of hours of work
from the end of July to mi@&eptember. The committee used historical information,

images, maps and artifact collections available through the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, as well as from researchers who served on the committee, most notably Ted
Pulliam and Diane Riker. This infmation also drew heavily from research conducted

over decades by the past City Research Historian, T. Michael Miller, Alexandria
Archaeology staff, volunteers and students. It should also be noted that this plan relied
greatly upon images collected by Méim F. Smith over most of the #@entury and now
housed in the History Collection room of t
efforts to create and maintain archives and history in these facilities, our results would

not have been possible.

The AAC committee produced a significant plan in a short time based upon historical
research that is a landmark in Alexandriab
following in the path blazed by Alexandrians more than ad¢ettury ago. Their go@l

both in the mid20" century andtoddyhas been to preserve Al exa
historic fabric while making it meaningful today. While the methods and meaning of



history are different now than they were circa World War 11, their intent is the:sémn
save Alexandriads past so it will live into t

One i mportant i dea un The waedront mustbeaplamai tt eeds vi
Alexandria residents inhabit, not only visitorShe Alexandrian waterfront belongs first

to Alexandrians.While it must connect not only architecturally, visually and through
pedestrian circulations with the rest of Old Town and the city, it must also provide

meaning and personal association for the residents across Alexandria who cherish it.
While activities festivals, and other events are important public aspects of the waterfront,
its open space should have attractive and intimate places where anyone, any resident, can
sit outside and enjoy the water with furniture and landscaping that allows peoplmto sit
groups or individuals at tables with a cup of coffee or a chess board. These amenities

will do much to bring the waterfront to life and make it meaningful to local people, as
compared to hotels and their inside amenities. This is a personal wdteMedrihe

urbanstyle seating in small spaces can also become small venues fpefssh

narratives of characters relating to different periods, poetry readings, etc., all of which

root the contemporary Alexandrian and visitor in a larger experience.

The Waterfront History Plan is a general framework and direction for the eventual
Waterfront Plan as well as guidelines for interpretation developed in collaboration with
art and history specialists. The plan limits the number of interpretive panedshend
plagues or visual cues to avoid creating the feel of an outdoor museum, but the
information and concepts here should form the core of cultural planning. The plan
speaks very little to uses that should be considered for private pidpeatying thato a
wider public discussiah but does embrace historical names, themes, design,
interpretation and art for such businesses. Finally, and importantly, the plan offers the
City a strategy to immediately begin to improve and interpret the Alexandrian waterfr
through art and history, in a series of stages and at reasonable cost. It is a plan which can
be implemented right away.
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Panoramic View of Alexandria taken from Pioneer Mitloking north, 1865
Alexandria Library, Special Collections,iMam F. Smith Collection

Introduction
Alexandria embodies the sweep of American history and experience in ways unmatched

by cities of similar or even larger size. As the only port city on the Potomac with a
vibrant and accessible waterfront, Alexandria captaresd s howcases the natio



maritime past, its history, and its commercial ambitions. The city also echoes and
reflects the tragedies of the nationds war
of civil rights, and the daily lives of people fraaii walks of life in all eras of the

nationds history. Both as witness to this
of surviving structures, streetscapes, and fabric, Alexandria offers perhaps one of the

most compelling history destinatiomsthe United States. The opportunity to experience

history sets apart the city from its neighbors in the Washington area.

Al exandriabs waterfront is key to underst a
existence. The Potomac River shaped theldpment of the city even before its
founding in 1749. This maritime theme anc

the recently selected emblem for the wayside sign program. Already a tobacco shipping

point by the early 18century, and a warehising and inspection post by the 1730s, by

the late 1740s a small group of entrepreneurs grasped its strategic commercial location

and potential as a city of major importance. The site of the best and easiest year round
seagoing anchorage closetotheeir 6 s f al | |l ine, these men sa
intermediary between the fertile and growing hinterlands of Virginia and the Ohio valley,

the tobacco plantations of the area, and the world. It was an ambitious vision, if unevenly
matched by an abiltytb u | f i | I it . From a few warehous
waterfront grew a city immersed in a global trade in everything from tobacco, grains, and

flour to slaves. Yet it was also a city buffeted by boom and bust, hampered by the

inability to adapto commercial innovations and industrialization, and crushed by the
despoliations of war.

The Alexandria Waterfront Plan, as it is being crafted in fall 2010, presents an
exceptional opportunity to showcase the ci
visito destination regionally and national
effort, and provides substance and histori
Concept. It offers a series of narratives about the city, as well as esawhglgecific

el ements and interpretive options. The PI
(which is based upon the July 2010 Concept Plan) and adds depth and substantive detalil,

as well as suggestions for further study. To assist plannerstyticture of the plan

parallels the outline as much as possible. The committee defines the waterfront as both

the original 18-century river shore and the-filled, present day waterfront. While most

of the emphasis will be on the existing waterfrosstvto Union Street, we also note

important sites and events connected to the waterfront which are located away from it up

to Lee Street (formerly Water Street), and in some cases, beyond.

JamedH. McCall
Chair AAC WaterfrontHistory Plan Committee
Novemter, 2010



|. The Historic Context as Foundation

John Smithés map of 1608, the first survey of
Library of Congress

This place without all question is the most pleasant and healthful place in

all this country and most convient for habitation, the air temperate in

summer and not violent in winter €& it abou
The Indians in one night commonly will catch thirty sturgeons in a place

where the river is not above twelve fathoms broad. And as for deer,

buffaloes, bears, turkeys, the woods do swarm with thertharsbil is

exceedingly fertileCaptain Henry Fleet journal entry, while anchored six miles
from the falls, June 26, 1632

The historic context of Al ex adiuwbnrsecaltral wat er fro
periods and rich experiences spanning centuries. For planning purposes, this historic

context reflects significant places, structures, sites, and events, which taken together
describe significant, br dexabopneatt dtienatelystheand t hem
context forms the foundation for decisions regardiow and wheré¢he city should

approach and interpret its past.

10



Identifying important, physical features, and the events that took place on the waterfront,
can be dauntingMany important buildings and other features have been lost over the

last three centuries. In many cases, however, one can still locate sites accurately through
remaining physical evidence (often archaeological remains) and archival materials, and in
turn place them on maps to establish their relationship to the existing profile of the
Waterfront. Often one can even recreate how they might have appeared. These
important tools can help ensure that the tawghenti¢ character of the waterfront can
andshould be preserved in any interpretations, recreations, or additions to the waterfront.

As to the events which took place on the waterfront over the centuries, while the broad
sweep of Alexandria is generally understood, if often in an almost mythitse sthe

depth and diversity of the cityds experien

remains to be fully explored. Even if there is a wealth of material to build upon, our

knowledge and understanding of our own City is incomplete. Historyeisy er fiset t |

One of the exciting challenges for the future will be the ongoing rediscovery of
Alexandria, and our continual reevaluation of our interpretations and conclusions. For
this reason, we should acknowledge that whaheeinterpret alonghe waterfront, and
how, will require reconsideration and change in the future. The presentation and
interpretation of the history of Alexandria and its waterfront will be a work in progress.
What this plan contains is a first versioAts such, any histg plan should allow for
continual adaptation and revision without disrupting the quality and authenticity of the
waterfron® a flexible and truthful presentation.

A Brief History of the Alexandria Waterfront

Alexandria, Virginia, 46 on the west bank of the Potomac River, six miles below
Washington, D.C. and nine miles north of Mount Vernon. The Potomac River has
defined Alexandria for more than the three centuries of European presence. For
thousands of years previously, eventaghifted course or carved its steep banks, the river
was the central trunk of a network of navigable waterways, which formed the trading web
of native peoples in the area. By the time of the first documented European adventurers
to the Chesapeake in 158Be shores of the Potomac were home to thousands of
inhabitants in scattered villages who fished the river, gathered fresh water mussels, and
used it as a highway. When John Smith ventured upriver from Jamestown in his
exploration in June of 1608, theea around what is now Alexandria probably included

an established Indian settlement at Indian Gde€keat Hunting Creek as well as

seasonal camps for hunting and fishing. Evidence of far earlier Native American activity,
a Clovis point archaeologicallgcovered from the bluff overlooking Hunting Creek at

e

what i s now Freedmandés Cemetery and scores

document that Alexandria has been a crossroads in some form for millennia.

The first evidence of the value of the Adandria area to Europeans came in 1654, when
Mistress Margaret Brent claimed 700 acres, which included much of the current
waterfront, as part e much larger grant given to her and her brothers and sisters along
the Potomac. After a conflicting grant1669, the land eventually passed to John

11



Alexander, who in 1674 cleared the title after paying 10,500 pounds of tobacco. Yet the

first passing European establishment on the site would not come until 1682, when

Calwallder Jones, a frontier trader, set ygoat at the point of land wheHunting Creek

and the Potomaimeet, and which now bears his name. A more permanent settlement

devel oped at Pearson6s | sland, now Daingerfie
spread of tobacco.

The town developed asresult Virginia's Tobacco Inspection Act of 1730, which called

for the establishment of a public inspection facility on the Potomac near Great Hunting
Creek. A site was ultimately selected on what came to be known as West's Point, about a
mile north ofthe creek at the east end of a 22@e wedge of land conveyed by Robert
Alexander to his son John, and to Hugh West. John West, Fairfax County surveyor, laid
off 60 acres, and lots were auctioned off July 13 and 14, 1749.

No evidence has been unearthddch points directly to the rationale for naming the

city AAl exandria. o It is surely more than co
upon which the town was founded was then still in the hands of several members of the

Alexander family. Yet, tohte classically educated elites of the day the reference to

Al exandria, Egypt, would certainly not be wuni
history as a capital, a major port, and a center of learning, the naming of the new town

was hopeful and amimus.

Within just a few decades of its founding, the small town emerged into a bustling seaport
and agricultural community. In fact, by 1779 it was a port of entry for foreign vessels

and a major export center for flour and hemp. Its waterfr@st soon filled with brigs,
schooners and other vessels which engaged in-aodestand international trade and

related businesses such as sugar refineries; feed, corn, and grain mills; foundries; tobacco
warehouses; fish markets; distilleries; ship baddand repair; and more. As the port

grew, so did the town. Its boundaries were expanded by filling in parts of the Potomac
and by also acquiring more property. Al exand
substantial brick houses and businesses aitll that, the town gained distinction as an
attractive colonial city connected to a highly active port on the banks of the Potomac

River.

In 1801, part of Alexandria was incorporated into the new Federal capital, the District of

Columbia. Initially Alexad r i ans wel comed t he imdevsquars i ncl usi
which comprised the nationds capital, but soo
Provisions of the 1791 act creating the district precluded the construction of any public

buildings souttof the Potomac River. Furthermore, the 1801 District Act

disenfranchised the local populace, who could not vote in presidential elections and had

no representation in Congress. Therefore, a strong impetus developed to retrocede

Alexandria to Virginia. @ July 9, 1846, the U.S. Congress voted to permit Alexandria

and Alexandria County to retrocede to Virginia upon referendum. On September 7,

1846, President James Polk issued the result
full f or c &irgiaia fdrmallyf atceptet thedterritory on March 13, 1847.

12



Al exandriabs port not only served as a c¢cri
growth as a city, but it also was a critical resource during wartime. The riverfront

location of Alexandia, and its connections to other cities to the north and south, proved

highly significant during the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the American

Civil War. During the 18 century, Alexandria continued to operate as an international

port with a nevement towards industrialization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

By the mid20" century Alexandria and its waterfront became a center for national

defense with a number of key industries located along the river. Later in'tloe@diry

such commercial uses along the waterfront were becoming obsolete, as the City and
waterfront became part of a growing metropolitan urban area. It is during this period that
appreciation of the waterfrontos epamé ent i al
widely recognized.

Historical Periods and Themes

It is useful in preservation and interpretive planning to develop both time periods and

t hemes for any historical place. While Ale
many more time periodsthieo | | owi ng rel ate to broad spans
segments of the waterfront had different land uses and more specific historic periods.

These variations are developed further in Part IV of this plan as Character Areas.

General Historic TimePea i ods of Al exandriads |Waterf
American Indian Heritagé 13,000 B.P. (Before Preseiit)}608
Exploration & Early Settlemerit 1608 1731
Tobacco Port 17321749
Development & Early Growth 1749 1770
American Revolution/Birth of t Nationi 1771 1814
International Port 1815 Civil War
Secession & Civil War 1861 1865
Reconstruction & Expansion of African American Neighborhoiod865 1890
Early 20" Century Industrialization & Processiiigl891 1929
Early HistoricPreservation & Tourisrm 1930 1940

Center for National Defenge194Q 1950

o o Do Po o Do Po Do Do o Do I

Bedroom Suburb/Urban Renewal/Modern Historic Preservatib®bQ 1985

13



Gener al Themes of Al exandriabds Waterfront Hi

Witness to War

TradeWorld Connections & Mvigation
Entertainment/Leisure/Culture/Arts/Preservation/Tourism
Maritime Manufacture

Transforming the Landscape/Urbanization

Starting Oveii Fire, Floods

o Do Do Do Do Do o

Creating Community from Maniy Ethnicity, Race, Religion

— < — -

AN EXTENSIVE CONFLAGRATION.

An Entire Block Destroyed---The Plo-
neer Mills a Mass of Ruins---The
Most Destructive Fire Evéer Known
in Alexandria---A Desolate Spec-
tacle
A sorry picture was presented to

early risers this morning, Over aequare

of the river front was & mass of smold- |
ering ruins—impending walls and
stacks of tottering chimpoys told the
story—there had heen a fire and it had

‘burned over a section at one time Lhe

busiest in Alexandria’s history—the

Left, the ruinsof the Pioneer Miat Point Lumley after the fire of 189Right, a newspaper account of the
fire. Special collections, Alexandria Library

14



History Cultural System

Producing an authentic visitor expeanti ence

Pl an, and the promotion and increased unde
and natural resources into an organized Cultural System is a primary product of that
focus. The intent 1 s to enjoy Adrdxsandr i ao

gateways, destinations and anchors in their experiential totality, as defined by an analysis
of Significant Places, Structures and Sites, rather than as a series of isolated components.
The concept plan has developed a framework based orelated actions including
preservation, revitalization, interpretation, programming, marketing and recreation to
promote and interpret these features, and the people, activities and events that make them
significant.

Undated iew of wharves between Dulkead Prince $eets
Alexandria Library, Special Collections, William F. Smith Collection.

Authenticity is central to preserving the character of Alexandria, and to acting as good
stewards of its historic fabric for future generations. The Waterfrontdplauld include
specific preservation goals, guidelines and standards. These should be embodied in new
design standards and guidelines for waterfront adaptive reuse, public amenities, and new
construction that would inform and assist the Board of Archital Review, City

planners, developers, and open space improvements.

The Cultural System will:

A Enrich the quality of life for City of Alexandria residents and visitors;
A Educate the public regarding the value of the arts, archaeology, historyeind th

15



association with the natural environment;

Preserve and protect cultural, archaeological and historical resources;

Promote and distinguish Alexandriads cultur a
community identity from other Potomac River waterfronts;

Tell the stories of Alexandrians as part of the national narrative;

Establish connectivity between people and places through shared meaning.

ToTo  ToTo

These objectives are accomplished through the coordinated efforts, facilities and
programs of City governmeaind an extensive network of public and private cultural,
arts and historical agencies in the City of Alexandria.

The Cultural System Components:

A Archaeological, cultural and historic, and natural resources

A Cultural Anchors, such as the proposedstis Center/Art League/Seaport

Foundation/historic ships at the South Strand Seaport area, Torpedo Factory Art

Center at the King Street Gateway, and performing arts venue proposed for Oronoco

Bay/West Point

Public programming through activities and etgen

Multi-sensory interpretation

Lifelong learning opportunities

Adaptive reuse of historic buildings

Appropriate design guidelines and compatibility for new construction and public

amenities and park improvements to reinforce historic themes)dagragramming.

Integration of art, culture and history in waterfront development

Local arts, history and educational rprrofit activities

Integration of art, culture and history into unified marketing and promotion of the
waterfront

Historical iformation through web, markers, and written media

Environmental and economic sustainability

Artists, entertainers, fenactors, and Living History characters that reinforce selected

historic themes and places

City Departments, Boards and Commissjoliexandria Convention and Visitors

Association, Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, National Park Service,

State Cultural Affairs and Historic Resource agencies

Private businesses, restaurants and retail stores

Concierge and visitor servicés inform and direct visitors through the waterfront and

into the City

o PoDoTo  DoTole Do T Io Do o

o o

The strategy is a coordinated program to identify, define and reinforce the central themes
and elements of the historic character and overall experience, while enhancing the quality
of life for residents and visitors, enhancing economic expansion and recreational
opportunities, and fostering the conservation of natural resources. Using strategies and
policies that include adaptive reuse of historic buildings, compatibility in new

congruction, protection of natural features, integration of public art and cultural

amenities, wayfinding and mulsensory interpretive programming, the Cultural System

16



can help guide decisions on the impact of future waterfront projects or proposals, to
determine their appropriateness with Sustainable Heritage Development objectives.

Sustainable Heritage Development is a revitalization strategy that enhances local quality
of life through activitied preservation, conservation, recreation, interpretation and
community capacity buildingy that demonstrate respect for the people, the place and the
past.

Such strategies and policies can help manage change so that current environmental,
economic and social forces are maintained and enhanced for future genefgtiens.
Cultural System can supplement preservation and public amenity initiatives by
recognizing that the environment, economy and society aredaterected and mutually
dependent on each other.

The foot of King Street, 131
Alexandria Library, SpeciaCollections, Gallasher Collection

The Cit y 0 sattepipty shauld buildtugon the preservation and enhancement
of historic resources within a hierarchy of elements that create the Cultural System. The
Historic Context, developed from an undargling of time periods and themes, is the
overarching structure. Within this context, Significant Places, Structures and Sites are
identified. Appropriate Adaptive Reuse is recommended for Significant Structures so
that they may more fully contribute the cultural landscape and experience of being

within a historic waterfront recognized by inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places. Significant Places and Sites can be recognized through archaeological

17



investigation and preservation of respes and enhanced through design and treatments
such as hardscape, landscape, lighting, and other amenities that bring the sense of the
historic time, theme and place into new plans. In some cases, the design and treatment
can be specific to one placechuas West's Point, but in other cases, a unifying treatment
can be applied to portions of the waterfront, e.g. using wharf names to identify areas,
defining the original shoreline, identifying The Strand, creating a link between open
spaces with a Watednt Walk of art and history using ideas from Art Night and the Art
Walk presentation. All periods of Alexandria's past can be brought inteatesfront
systematically and in appropriate locations.

Another level in the Cultural System is the incorpamatf historic features in the design
of Compatible New Buildings while maintaining their relationship to the scale and
character of historic buildings. The Cultural System also includes elements that are
appreciated by the public and make a Vibrant Wiaet. Historic Interpretation, Art

and Cultural facilities/Amenities that may tell stories of African Americans or Civil War
occupation known by few or offer contemporary and compelling art. Lastly, in the
Cultural System are elements related to the-an of waterfront cultural facilities and
services. Recommended Programming for Historical and Cultural Events related to
specific places and themes in a seasonal structure will enhance the historic character and
reinforce Alexandria's powerful image a center for history, art and culture with an
ambiance quite distinct from other destinations in the Metro area. Recommended
Heritage Names and Images for businesses, interior design, and menus, open spaces,
wharves, and alleys, such as the Orange Tesern, Wales Brewery, Fitzgerald's Alley,
can also provide another layer of the Cultural System to reinforce the historic character
and distinction of the Alexandria Waterfront.

Old Dominion Boat Club at its original site on The Strand, between Duk@@amce Streets.
Image froman undategostcardpublished by Louis Kaufmann & SoBaltimore, MD.

18



lI. Principles

SR ‘.m. ; Hm:'-.fﬁ"...r -.". i o i LTV 5
Waterfrontat Foot of King Streetith Ferry Boat C|rca 1900
Alexander J. Wedderburn's Souvenir Virginia Tercentennial 1807 of
Historic Alexandria, Virginia, lllustrated

Viewing the town which is laid off in squares of an acre each, streets 80
feet wide, several good brick buildings, and when it is completed
according to the plan, will be a beautiful and regular town. Their chief

trade is wheat, flour and tobacco. Mr. Kirk tells me they exported 100,000

bushels of Wheat and 14,000 barrels of flour from this port the last year.

The Journal of Nicholas Cresswell, second edition. Port Washington: Kennikat
Press, 1774777

A short sebf principles guide and inform this plan:

1) The plan reflects the full complexity of
within the American story, and reconciles it with contemporary America. The
plan provides an inclusive and relevant account oftiye@is ev ol ut i on
social, economic/commercial, political, cultural, and military history spanning the
full sweep of the city. It underscores the appeal of the history of, and on, the
waterfront as a draw for residents and visitors, beyond gerferahcand
ambiance.

) an

2) The plan respects the diversity of uses and approaches to the waterfront.

3) The plan seeks to connect people and places through historical reality and

meaning, and draws people to explore and experience the city beyond the
waterfront.

4) The plan responds to the Cityds current

including recommendations and comment about specific locations, content,
historic fabric and planned development on each area of the waterfront, as well as

19



vistas and alleys. The platso offers constructive suggestions for the July 2010
Concept Plan, identifying what works, and what might be further amplified,
refined, or altered.

5) The plan identifies existing historic buildings and fabric on the waterfront
which should be preservedand interpreted. At the same time, it recalls and
places lost sites and historic events which should be marked or interpretedt
will provide substantive reasons why these sites are important, and examples of
interpretive options and texiSee also Apgndix 1,Preservation Perspective on
Alexandria Waterfront Planniny

6) The plan offers guidelines for a stewardship and preservation plafor the
Waterfront area, to include buildings, historic views, and specific sites. These
guidelinescanalso applgt t he ci t yds ¢gSeealsoappemdix2t ori c fab
Historic Structures on the Waterfront.

7) The plan offers suggestions for fundingo help implement this aspect of the
overall Waterfront Plan.

8) The plan envisions an ongoing collaborative planningffort with arts and
history to showcase Alexandria within the American experience.

9) The plan includes suggestions for yearound arts and history programming
to bring the waterfront alive as more than a passive destination.

Note: The principles and recamendations set forths a wholen this plan are based

upon those contained RPreservation Perspectivan Alexandria Waterfront Planning,
March, 2007 written by several City preservation commissions and organizations (See
Appendix1).
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An Alexandria Arcraft 19 test flight near Jones Point, BQIhecompany closed in 1919.
Alexandria Library Special Collections
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[Il. Core Recommendations to the 2010 Concept Plan and
Implementation Strategy

.

iAl exan r i a Fairfaxvaavink fortRio delas
Maritime Heritage Prints, Boston, Massachusetts

Alexandria is very handsomely situated. The streets are laid out on the

plan of Philadelphia, crossing each other at right angles, and are

generally well paved. It is considat remarkably healthy, and the view

from the City is very fine. The town is situated in the bottom of a valley

which to the eye of an observer is terminated in every direction by lofty

and verdant hills. é[T]J]o the esouth, the
Potomac opens upon him, with, lying like a white line on its distant

margin, opposite to Mount Vernaroseph Martin,Alexandria, Virginia and
the District of Columbia. Charlottesville: Mosley and Tompkins Printers, 1835.

A Phased Strategy

The July 200 Concept Plan calls for a phased approach to implechamges to the
waterfront. Both the History and Arts plans should follow the same path based on
opportunity, finances, and the sequence necessary in any development.

The History Plan proposes thigttne for a phased strategy, with more details offered
below. This strategy implements the plan almost from the time of approval:
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1) Organizational (immediate):

a.

b.

C.

Establish Arts and History joint planning group to produce an art and
history master plan.

Estalish History organization (possibly ngmofit, see below) to begin
fundraising strategy.

These groups should establish an art and history mater plan and guidelines
with priorities and opportunities. They would advise the management of
the waterfront.

Explore and, select, if beneficial, a structure such as a special district,
authority or group to raise revenue, program, and integrate efforts and
spearhead waterfront improvements.

2) Implement low or no cost aspects of the plan (immediate):

a.
b.
C.

d.

The Citybegin@ A Brand the Strando effort.
Restore the historic names of existing sites, alleys, and wharves.

Adjust existing interpretive signs or artwork; give historic names to parks
without such titles, e.g. Waterfront Park.

Tie more events to the waterfront and &&bnt programming, especially
around the annual city celebrations, and integrate a calendar and
promotion.

Identify and launch Cultural Anchor and Theme Areas, even if all planned
elements are not ready.

Establish basic northouth and easwest circulaion patterns (described
below).

Identify sites needed for acquisition for elements of the plan, begin staff
work.

Create archaeological plan for the phases of development on the
waterfront.

Bring the Potomac Riverboat Company skipjack to Alexandria from
National Harbor as already planned, as soon as possible.

3) Implement aspects of the plan based on opportunity (near term):

a.

b.

C.

d.

Civil War Sesquicentennial celebration can be tied to some aspects of the
waterfront, and some grants specific to interpreting the @feait will be
available. There will be some donor opportunities as well.

Implement elements as aspects of the waterfront are repaired and
upgraded, such as signs, streetscape elements, parks, and alleys.

Public Art donation opportunities. The city caniredt some public art

tied to development to the waterfront.

Grow programming schedules.

4) Implement elements that do not require major changes (near term):

a.
b.

Interpretive artwork, flags, signage
New programming and tours

5) Implement nordevelopment aspects tife plan which require moderate
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investment (near term):

®oooTp

The Strand pedestrian area

Streetscape work (paving, lighting, signage, etc.)

Major interpretive signs and artwork

Establish Waterfront Concierge (see below).

Commission study of best location forohaeology Museum/History
Center.

6) Implement major aspects of the plan (intermediate to long term). Some portions
will depend on fundraising efforts.

a.

cooo

Opportunistic acquisition of historic buildings and their adaptive reuse for
City use such as the HistoBenter

Redevel opment of Westds Point and
Full implementation of the Cultural Anchors

Berthing of ships

Selfi supporting waterfront

Alexandria Libray, Special Collections, liam F. Smith Collection
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Summary of Core Recommendations

These ideas are described in more detail, and in regards to specific locations, in
subsequent sections of the History Pl&dditional suggestions and recommendations
will also be discussed elsewhere.

1)1 n keeping with Goals 1 and 7 of Alexandri
should create a joint Arts and History Planning Group from the existing
commissions to develop a coordinated Art and History Master Plan angalul
Guidelines for the waterfrontThis plan will inform waterfront design
guidelines, as well as interpretive history, art and programming for the
waterfront area. It will also lay the groundwork for future collaboration across
the city.

2) The City shalld explore a special Art, Historic and Cultural area to help
administer the waterfront and to develop financial opportunities.forhe city
should study further how to take advantage of existing state and federal laws for
funding opportunities for sican area.

3) The City should encourage existing History fuofits to contribute financially
to aspects of the ¥Wierfront related to their work. The City shoaldo
encourage the establishment of an umbrella;profit organization to assist in
planning,programming and fundraising for Alexandria history, and particularly
for the waterfront Outlining the details of such an organization is beyond the
scope of this plan: however, it shouldibdependent of the City, be self
supporting, and be able to ddep a professional fundraising presence with
national reach. It should also develop events and revenue opportunities for the
waterfront.

4) The waterfront should not appear to be an appendage to the city, rather it should
reflect that the city grew from.itThe waterfront should be anthentic
expressiorof the city and its organic, fitful, and uneven past and development.
To enhance this authenticity, the specific physical aspects of the plan should
avoid creating an artinfifavalr of aml domngddi
Stagger wharf lines, vary building style and period, materials and rooflines, and
bring back historic opportunities to create new alleys and vistas. Avoid an
overall Aidentityo mimickingreate pl anned dev
another Williamsburg.

5) Alexandria should be understood as an expression of the American Story
|l nterpretation of Al exandriabés history sho
stories in the context of the American experience. Real people andakhgir
lives, as well as withesses to history, should form the core of the physical
representation of history and programming. Paradoxes and struggles should
provoke curiosity, comment and thought.
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6) The City should create a dynamic, nesthuth pedestriaairculation pattern,
focusing on a series of Cultural Anchors and Theme Ar@ag anchors will act
much like the anchor stores in a commercial mall and provide draws for
pedestrians to move along the waterfront and visit both businesses and cultural
deginations. Pedestrians could circulate, for example, along The Strand south to
Duke Street/Point Lumley, and return north along Union Street and its shops and
restaurants continuing northwards to Founders Park and beyond to Oronoco Park
and the north endf the waterfront.

A Anchors There should be three principal Cultural Anchors in the central
waterfront:

TheNorthern Cultural Anchor shoul d be at Westods Poi
Robinson Terminal, North)/Oronoco Bay Park. With performance areas,
and a historic badkop, this area will also be an important local draw.

The Central Cultural Anchor should be the Torpedo Factory Arts
Center, which sits at the intersection of water arrivals and the King and
Union Streets pedestrian core, as well as the north soutbfadigon

Street. It offers authentic artwork, and an opportunity to experience and
watch artists at work and the Archaeology Museum.

The Southern Cultural Anchor should be the 200 Block of The Strand,
including a series of buildings containing both and history
destinations, docks for historic ships, and the Seaport Foundation.

A Theme Areas Theme Areas coincide with the existing planning

Acharacter areaso in the July 2010 C
with a few additions.
Eachareawodl emphasi ze a special aspect a

history and its experience, yet would link to sites elsewhere along the
waterfront or in the city. The areas will combine history and art, and are
described below.

The themes are true to theictions and represent most major periods of

Al exandriabs history. They provide
diverse set of environments and experiences. The Themes and Character
Areas are:

Ambitions T Rivergate and Tidelock Parks

Transformationsi Oronoco Bay Park

OriginsTRobi nson Ter mi nal North |/ West:¢
Foundationsi Founders Park

Witness to Wari Marina to Queen Streets

Gatewayi King and Union Streets

The Working Seaporti The Strand
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100 Block Sth of th&trand ca. 191(Mcig hdéds and RVe ardonds Warehouses
Alexandria Library, Special Collections,iMam F. Smith Collection

7)) The City should fABrand the Strandodo as the
central waterfront Treating the entire Strand as a whole and marketingai as
authentic Alexandria experience which sets the city apart regionally, and
nationally. The Strand s 8 thaekeynorthe t he Wat e
south axis for pedestrians. The Strand should be returned to its historic use and
character. It shdd link the waterfront areas, be continuous and have a physical
identity from Wolfe Street to Queen Street.

Key features should be:
a. Create the feel of the historic, working waterfront in theil 200 South

blocks of The Strand, the area bounded by ithex rRobinson Terminal
South/Point Lumley, Union Street, and King Street. It contains all the
surviving 18™ and 19-century historic fabric of the working waterfront.
This area should be highlighted to create what was once its character. The
scale ad positioning (perpendicular to the river) of any new construction
and park improvements should also be consistent with and echo the
wharves, warehouses, and businesses that were there in the past.

b. Make The Strand a pedestrian zone, from King Stredtet@toposed
walk through at Point Lumley (Robinson Terminal South). Link the zone
to the pedestrian area at the 0 block of King Street, and also to the Marina
boardwal k and Queen St/ Thompsonsds All e
trolley and appropriate omeight deliveries, and access to the proposed
parking lot for the Old Dominion Boat Club, the area would be limited to



foot traffic and carriages. Make sure the 100 block of The Strand does not
just become a garage entry and restaurant maintenance #inea, w
dumpsters and crates.

Eliminate the proposed hard surface promenade in Waterfront Park and
Point Lumley in favor of a gravel path as exists in Oronoco and Founders
parks. The planned promenade is sterile, and creates a hard edged,
artificial, and umviting barrier. This path should be set back slightly

from the water, and shaded. These parks should be informed by the
wharves and linear designs perpendicular to the river, while providing
intimatefeeling spaces for sitting.

. Permit horse drawn caages and carts along the waterfront, based in the
Strand. These carriages should be allowed to move up and down the
Strand and beyond, and to the interior of Old Town.

. Union Street should be activated and associated again with the waterfront.
It is thenatural link to the rest of the urban grid and has interesting retalil
on the 100 and 200 South blocks. Establishment of a history center in the
200 South Union Street warehouses and mill. The Art League can help
this effort.

Reuse all existing historiwarehouses in the 200 block of South Union

Street to create a showcase History Center for Alexandria.Cityhe

should take advantage of: Wattles Corn Mill, Fawlé/arehouse, and the
building at the southeast corner of
various museums, archives, and history programs can use spate here
promote themselveslong with rotating special exhibit space. In

addition, private and neprofit history organizations in the city should be

given access to exhibit space on a tempobasis. A portion of the first

floor should also be used for the History Shop and perhaps additional,

related retail, and a cafe.

This area can also be grouped with the Art League and Seaport Foundation
to create the Southern Cultural Anchor, to reiodokey and enduring
themes a Aworking Seaporto and AMade

.Use the History Center as the starti
experience. The Center should inclu
history, deeper interpretation of majbemes and events across the

waterfront and city in context, and offer rotating exhibits. By introducing

such material here, themes can be interconnected along the waterfront and
lessen the need for signage and interpretive materials elsewhere. The

cener should act as the starting point for historical destinations across Old

Town and the greater city.
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h. The History Center might also include permanent space for the
Archaeology Museum, if it is found to be the best location for the
museum. The AAC has ndetermined the needs of the Archaeology
museum and office or where it ought to be housed. If, after careful study
by AAC and the City, it is found that those needs would be better met if
the offices and museum moved from the Torpedo Factory Art Celmgar, t
archaeological materials and reconstructions of finds such as wharves,
ships, and factories could help form the core of the Southern Cultural
Anchor.

I. The City should explore with the Seaport Foundation a permanent site in
the redeveloped and repurpdsSouthern Cultural Anchor in The
Strand/Point Lumley area. This area was associated with shipbuilding
from the earliest time in the city.

j. The City should attract sailing ships and other historic vessels as
permanently berthed attractions in The StrRodit Lumley area. These
could range from the skipjack currently at National Harbor to a recreation
of Was hi n garnemntd exaniplesiofithe steatiniven ships that
served the waterfront. These should be privately supported, but the City
should nake space to accommodate them.

k. The City should explore with the Art League what its needs and
preferences are and consider finding them space in the Strand
area/Southern Cultural Anchor.

l. If the proposed restaurant building on the 100 Block of the Stnand
Waterfront Park, and above the possible ODBC parking is approved, it
should appear as a pair of traditional Alexandrian taverns. Union Street
was lined with taverns, and this is an ideal theme to follow, even if they
are not replicas. They should benmed after historic taverns, and use
traditional signage and interior design.

—
Evan M¢‘Lean,
At the Sign of the OR INGE-TREE, ok Harper'e
- . * Wharf, . 0
EGS lcave to inform s Friends and tRe Public,
that he his epened an OYSTER-HOUSE,
where gentlemen may be provided with Oylter Sup.
pers, in the genteelett manner and on the (horteit
notice.—~kie has alfo laid in an alfprument of the beft
Liquers, which he hopes will enable him 1o give [4-
tisfaftion to thole gentlemen who may be plealed to
honor him with thew campany,
Alrxandria, Oftober 23, 1788,

- e

An advertisemenfor an oyster house ddarpers Wharf on fie Strand

m. If the Strand Restaurant use is approved, the outdoor seating should be



expanded to more of a plaza owin square, possibly terraced closer to the
water. It should be bordered with trees for shade, and should be
envisioned as the fAigo too place for
have the feel of a broad boulevard seating area as in Paris bat seitise

of the wharves.

n. Beachcombexat O Prince Street should be restored as an operating
restaurant, retaining its original design and name, with dining on the
rooftop. This building has been a treasured part of the Alexandria
waterfront in the recemiast and should be again.

8) Preserve and enhance period streetscapes and pedestrian circulation in the
waterfront area (not just the waterside) in their variety The principl e

harmo is important to the a.uMubhefthei ci t vy
historic fabric directly adjacent to the river, and even a block away, has been
| ost . What remains does still echo the

visitors a unique experience to fAtravel
recreation areas should be minimized. The 100 and 200 blocks of North Union

Street should be an integral part of planning so they retain significant historic
structures and businesses.

9) Use historic namesTo reinforce the authentic historic waterfraumge historic
names for places, par ks, buildings, and
with historic names, and connect past names with new §&es.Appendices 4,
Historical Place Names & Interpretive Ideasd 5,Chart of Historic Wharf
Ownersand Selected Activities and Prodycts

10)Use historic materials in pavement and wharves, and new construClitoose
unifying elements (historic gas lamps, street sighage, paving, trash barrels, etc.)
across the waterfront. Materials can also be moadeaptations closely
resembling historic materials.

11)Mark the original shoreline in the pavement at key public points
Recommendations for exact locations by street are provided in an appendix map.

12)Save the existing, underused and threatened histordirmslin The
Strand/Union/ Lumley area and preserve them intact for adaptive reuse
particular, the City should ensure that the three warehouses in the 200 block of
South Union Street be restored td"&@®ntury appearance and adaptively reused.
The surviving historic structure at Robinson Terminal South (O Duke Street)
should also be protected in any redevelopment.

13)Restore and or create eagtst corridors Alleys allow a more porous pedestrian
connection, and open waterfront vistas from Union $ted to the interior.
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New development with alleys wil/l feel Afope
addition, any future redevelopment at Robinson Terminal South or in the

proposed redevelopment where the Art League and Strand shops are now should

include aley passages reminiscent of historic ones.

14)The Waterfront Plan should encourage pedestrian movement in amesst
mannerinto the city andneighboring cultural sites not just north and south
Many waterfront sites have direct connections to museunlgjrims, places,
and events just a few blocks from the water. Good examples are the
relationships between the homes of merchants and their wharves and
warehouses, as well as the Civil War experience and fires.

15)Beautify alleys Make alleys a draw as expaices in themselves, inviting, safe,
and paved in a manner to evoke historic materials and their historic names.

16)New construction should be compatible with the historic district, but be genuine
contemporary worksThe plan should encourage visionaryd aotentially
iconic, additions to the waterfront, but conform to existing Old and Historic
District requirements. These additions should be in harmony with the existing
character and features of surrounding structures and the historic fabric of Old
Town. They should not overwhelm the surrounding historic fabric or distract
from the general authenticity of the waterfront and its neighborhoods. They
should draw their inspiration from the variety of waterfront structures and
activities for periods here lpharacter areas.

17)New construction should avoid large, monolithic buildings in favor of facades
which appear to be multiple structuresor example, the building which might
replace the current Art League and Strand structures should be of a scale similar
to surrounding buildings, with a facade broken up to appear as more than one
building, and oriented much like old warehouses with varying roof lines and
heights. This History Plan provides historic photographs of that area as well as
examples of successfl Afvariedo facades and appropri al
elsewhere in the city.

18)The City should create a set of preservation and design guidelines specific to the
waterfront These guidelines should be consisteitih the Board of
Architectural Review guielines, but should also reflect the need to preserve
street and waterscapes, as well as historic vistas. It should echo the historic
reality of different time periods and styles.

19)The City should recreate a historic gateway area at the foot of King.STreis
plan recommends that the historic ferry arch could become the iconic symbol of
arrival. This gateway should include a permanent concierge site to assist visitors
with planning their visit to Alexandria. It would be located near the intersection
of King and Union, possibly in the space now occupied by the History Store in
the arcade by the Torpedo Factory. The concierge would be staffed and would




help visitors not only plan destinations, but book entertainment, hotel rooms, and
restaurants. It auld also offer directions to destinations throughout the city.

The Strand and King Streets vista of Fi
Grain Warehouse should not be obstructed by any new construction such as a

tall, roofed pavilion or Strand restaata The 100 block of The Strand should

reinforce the historic character for all those arriving by water.

20)The history and arts elements of the Windmill Park plan should be more closely
reconciled with and connected to the Waterfront Plan, both in cotitinuz the
planés themes and in treatm®@cht and mat e
reconciliation need not reopen the Windmill plan, but may address additional
elements or altering some treatments (or markers) to unify them with the final
Waterfront Plan.This includes historic interpretations of Wilkes Street Tunnel.

21)The Waterfront Plan should not duplicate the history elements already present in
the Jones Point Interpretative Plan (National Park Service), but instead
complement them.

Alexandria Maitime Railway& Shipbuilding Co, late 18' Century,
between Gibbon and Fralik Streets.

William F. Smith and T. Michael Miller, A Seaport Saga, Portrait of Old Alexandria, Donning,
Norfolk, 1989
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V. Theme/Character Areas
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The drivers of the mulebat towed the barges on the Alexandria Canal were often children of the Captain
Thomas Hahn Collection

.:..»”I

Il was wal ki nd t hahtoutrowpraitchk annidg hd iadn da dsaiyx I
think therebdbs an inch of it that | havenot

barefoot the whole summee Sandbower as quoted ithe C. & O. Canal
Boatmen 18921924 Thomas F. Hahn The American Canal & Transportation
Center, Shepherdstown, W. VA., 1980.

Overview

The History Plan Theme Areas are essentially the locationg @hhracter Areas listed

in Section 3 of the Cityés draft (July 2010)
locations which are generally ordered north to south and are described in detail below.

Each area combines history and art to varying degreeswvdid repeating material, and

reduce signage, each Theme Area emphasizes a
history and experience and links to related sites elsewhere along the waterfront or in the

city. The proposed History Center in The Strd/Southern Cultural Anchor supports

and unites the Theme Areas, providing opportunities for fuller interpretation,

integrating the context across areas, and acting as the hub of programming which

enriches understanding of each theme and location
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The Juy 2010 Plan Outline lists several saategories to each area, not all of which

apply to the History Plan, which in most cases addressézeeral
description/inspiration/visiomndRecommended Historic Elemeraad additional
recommendations. The Hisy Plan also provides specific sites, places, and events to be
interpreted, examples of types of interpretation, and potential opportunities for art.
Interpretation will center on people, places, and stories, and in the context of the
American experienceéReal people and their daily lives, as well as witnesses to history,
form the core of the physical representation of history and programming.

This History Plan is not intended as a final guideline, but as a framework from which to
write an Art and Histor Master Plan and Cultural Guidelines as the next step towards
implementation.

Circulation of Pedestrians to Anchors and Theme Areas

An important and central concept of the History Plan is the pedestrian movement along
the waterfront between the Cultufenchors and Theme Areas (which are the Character
Areas of the Proposed Plan Waterfront Outline). These Anchors and Theme Areas
provide a series of different experiences and emphases on the waterfront, allowing people
to explore and discover their envimment. While the plan generally moves people north

and south, it also offers opportunities to draw them to western sites outside the waterfront
yet nearby, and connect them to the larger city.

Interpretation Options

The History Plan simplifies and minines signage. Displays should be enough to give
the interested reader a familiarity with the city, its unique story, and its connection to the
American Experience through a combination of wayside interpretive signs, markers, text,
graphics, quotes, andtaork. Beyond this, the visitor should be provoked and inspired

to learn more, either through multisensory interpretive materials in the History Center
and other assets in the City, or with programming such as performers, guidgs;dsedf
tours, and rierence materials. Interactive options should be offered as part of a self
guided system such as cell phones,-gaches, pods or wands. Future upgrades of
interpretive technologies that minimize visual disturbance, but maximize opportunities
for enhancd learning, should be considered as they become available. Furthermore,
technologies must be included to assist diverse populdtions.

The Arts and History Master Plan should guide interpretation. Here are examples of
permanent visual options in ascerglorder of complexity:

1) Si mple marking (individual sites, no
selfguided tours. These could be in pavement or on a wall or an outline of a site
such as a wharf or building). This includes marking the hisshiaceline in
parks, sidewalks, and intersections from Oronoco to Duke Streets.

! Examples of personal stories that can aihierpretation can be found in Appendix/eople and Stories
Connected to the Waterfront.
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2) Simple marking within a theme group (interrelated, perhaps unified by color or
design no interpretation, e.g. Civil War, African American, A Working
Waterfront, for seHguided tours)

3) Interpretive text (e.g. on a building or wall)

4) Key interpretive text with graphics on City wayside signage in central theme
areas. This could include quotes, primary materials such wayhills,
advertisements, diary excerpts.

5) Representative artwkycoupled with simple identification signage or site marker
(murals, mosaics, illumination, water, etc.), which is inspired by actual évents
fires, artifacts made in Alexandria, etc.

6) Representative artwork, with a site requiring interpretive text (disyv&ith,
Fishtown, Slavery)

7) Selective figurative artwork (e.g. The Working Waterfront, Slavery), such as
people in realistic, active poge<ivil War soldier, AfricanAmericans rolling
hogsheads, etc.

8) Selective figurative artwork requiring interpretiigrsage or materials

9) Major interpretive text, such as wayside interpretive markers (e.g. evolution of
Alexandria as a port, Slavery, Central Civil War signage, transportation,
shipbuilding)

The History Plan relies primarily on simple markers to creatmnardic and flexible
approach to future History programming. These passive, unobtrusive markers, which
might be numbered, shaped, or cedoded or all thre® help a pedestrian explore the
waterfront on a seffjuided tour using materials from the museunwibh a guide. A

visitor could also create a tour based on his or her own interests using materials and
computers at the History Center, perhaps following an individual, an event, or a theme.
Instead of extensive text or direct interpretation, the marsketsd merely denote

|l ocation, perhaps stating only a buildingds n
an event. In most cases they can be set in pavement so as not to obstruct views. The
markers should be extended beyond the waterfront asnagginme cases. These markers
could also be grouped by unifying programming and arts themes of their own, such as
The Working Waterfront (wharves, shipyards, warehouses, chandleries, taverns, etc.);
The African American Experience (free and slaves); Thd @iar (buildings, events,

etc.); The Evolution of a Seaport; or The Transportation Center.

Beyond these fixed, visual aids to interpretation should be events, programming, first
person and character actors and performances, all evoking historic issaues i
contemporary setting, creating a living history in Alexandria. The collaborative Arts and
History Plan should offer greater detail about these possibilities. Private tour companies,
carriage drivers, and trolley audio can draw from real histori¢nmébion.
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Archaeological Potential for Sites, Features and Materials

Many important historic sites along the waterfront remain unexplored and untouched by
archaeol ogi st s. Much is yet to be discove
andvala bl e materials still exist at places su
as elsewhere. The City should develop a careful and thorough archaeological plan for

each waterfront area and coordinate at the earliest opportunity for each development to

ensure that the sites are properly evaluated, excavated, and preserved, and that materials

are recovered, treated, archived, and interpreted.

Ry >
Carlyle-Dalton Wharf investigation 100 block Cameron St,
Office of Historic Alexandriadlexandria Archaeolgy

Excavations should be conducted in sufficient time to allow for the protection of

important structural remains situand interpretation in planning new developments and

park improvements. Budgets for this work should be part of project budgetsaatttet.

In addition, display of artifacts, murals depicting historic scenes based on research, etc.,
should be part of any new development appr
collections can be used to inspire art, landscaping, and intergign features (buried

shipwrecks, historic wharf construction, baskets found embedded in a wharf). Planners

and designers should take full advantage to access the City Collection and work with
archaeologists and historians to create contemporary eeonbletely unique and

authentic to Alexandria
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Descriptions and Contents of the Theme/Character Areas
(In geographical order from July 2010 Waterfront Plan Outline)
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RivergateandTidelock Parks Ambitions

Oronoco Bay Park Transformations

Robinson Term n a | Nort h iOrigie st 6s
Founders Park Foundations

Marina to Queen Streetswitness to War

King andUnion Street§ Gateway

The Strand the Working Seaport

Alexandria shipyard workers, 1919
Library of Congress
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Rivergate & Tidelock Parks

Ambitions

The Alexandria Canal connected with the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal over the Potomac Aqueduct.
G.M Hopkins City Atlas of Alexandria of 187

Respecting the practicality of é
Waters of the Ohio and Rbtima ¢ & | am satisfied that n

to be lost in commencing this busine&sorge Washington, a longime
proponent of a canal linking the Potomac and Ohio riversin a letter to Thomas
Jefferson about the Potomack Company, March 1774

We repeg now at the completion what we said at the commencement of
the Canali May this important work succeed and prospenay it more
than realize our warmest hopeésnd may it RESTORE AND
PERPETUATE the TRADE and PROSPERITY OF ALEXANDRIA.
Alexandria Gazette, December 41843

Vision

Rivergate and Tidelock Parks will showcase
from the Ohio Valley and the West to the w
goal. This area will celebrate the engineering agashments of the Alexandria Canal

and the aqueduct bridge, and note the City
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sea, canal, road, and rail, and will address Alexandria of the 11'BZ8Gs.
Historical Context

. ol ] /* al d oy
Alexandria Canatide lock andbasin‘:juring the Civil War
Mathew Brady photograplhibrary of Congress

George Washington saw Alexandria, and eventually the new F&istatt, as poised

for rapid growth into a major city of international importance. He supported and helped

developplans to develop a canal system, connecting Alexandria to the Ohio Valley.

Evidence of the citydés hopes is visible in th
Alexandria to the C & O Canal at Georgetown and eventually to the Ohio River. The

canalitself eventually ran over the multilevel aqueduct bridge at Georgetown that was

considered a major engineering feat in its day. The canal wharf area was one of those

converted to a river railhead during the Civil War, where locomotives and rolling stock

were moved onto specially adapted barges with track on them. This major innovation

was devised in Alexandria and was a precursor to thenddiff shipping of today.

Recommendations
1) Add interpretive sign about Wsthépomgt onbds s|
city for the Ohio, and how and why it did not come to pass.

2) Art work representing Alexandriads aspirati.:

3) Revise and update existing interpretive signs for the canal and aqueduct. Add a
figure of a canal boat captain with his hand on thertdf a canal boat.
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Archaeological excavation of thigle lock,
Office of Historic Alexandria, Alexandria Archaeology

ol

4) Use recovered and preserved canal stones in artwork and identify.

Stones recovered frotide lock excavatiomow in Tide Lock Park
Office of Historic Alexandria, Alexandria Archaeology
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5) Interpretive sign for the Civil War riverfront railhead and its innovation at the
mouth of the canal

6) Artwork to represent the important glass factory that stood nearby, add small
interpretive sign and link to crossnal African American sign on Montgomery
Street near North Fairfax Street.

fiCcat nyBoy in a Glass Factory, Alexandria, Virginiabo
George Eastman House, Rochester, Newk.Yor

The glass was made in something like a furnace. It was runny, well, it was
more soupy than dough. |l 6d say it would b
pancakes [from]. They had these long tools thay sti& in there and

wind around until they gotacertti n amount éon the stick when
it outéit |l ooked |Ii ke a stoneéthey roll ed
andtheebd be two of wus sitting at the mol dsél
then | also [did] what they uleed to call

mold. [16d] be right there with myégadget
worked there | was making $3.00 [a week]é
weekséWhen the factory clogased down | wa s

recounted by Mrs. Virginia Knapper, March 24 1982. Alexandria Legacies Oral
History Program, Office of Historic Alexandria, Alexandria Archaeology Museum



Oronoco Bay Park

Transformations

The USS Pensacola off Alexandria, 1861
Library of Congress

This deponent further states that he perfectly remembatdtere was a
great quantity of lvy growing round the lower edge of the lot to the
westward of the present warehouse lott which lies along the Gutt or Marsh

on part of which | ast mentioned | ott th
From a deposition byfilomas Graffort, age 79, in 1753, who once picked
tobacco in Hugh Weastsdist newChaakehy Usethe

Court of Fairfax .0 Pen Portraits of Alexandria, Virginia, 17391900 Michael T.
Miller, ed., Maryland: Heritage Books Inc., 1987, p.5.

Vision

Oronoco Bay Park and Westdés Point should f
waterfront, with park portion offering open space for community and performing arts

events. This area will showcase the-grgopean environment, with an open anturel

feel . It should quietly evoke Ralphoés Gut
of Alexandria as a rail center starting in the 1850s.
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Historical Context

In the first years of the town, this area lay beyond the northern boundary. Aaneek

t hrough Ralpho6s Gutt and emptied into the
Much of the margland here and to the west and south was used as pasture. The park
shoreline should recall its original appearance as much as possible, and eXanmgie

of how much the shore has been altered. Some of this land was created by filling in flats
with cultural materials such as a ship

Pot

1746 map (Cropped) showing Ralphdés Gutt

Jennings Survey, Book of Surveys, 1746 Platt, Fairfax County Courthraidax, VA

which still lies beneath the park. By the riiff” century, it was industrializing. From

the 1850s on, a railroad served the wharves, warehouses, lumberyards, coal depots, and
other bulk materials handlers at what is now Founders Park, Wes Poi nt , and
OronocePendleton area, and ran north through what is now the western edge of Oronoco
Bay Park. It was an important logistical rail head during the Civil War. Evidence

remains of that railroad heritage, with the last active track @mdterfront.

Recommendations

1) Naturalize the shoreline and emphasize native plantings as well as historic and
imported ones.

2) Naturalize or open Ralphoés Gut; add a
and text.

3) Mark site of railroad roundhouse in tB80 block of North Lee.

4) The proposed boxcar theater should be either a vintage railcar, or a reproduction
of one.

5) Interpretation should be linked to the numerous and important Civil War rail sites
along the waterfront.

6) Sculpture of Margaret Brent, firsimer of property on the waterfront in the™.7
century.
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7) Personalize the story of transformation with a figure, such a-adntury
tobacco farmeplanting or picking tobaccd-his figure could represent Ralph
Platt. Images of such a figure are on thmdstownYorktown Educational Trust
website, paintings by Sydney King.

8) Retain the remnant rail track from the waterfront back to the main line to allow
future, special rail events or programming such as vintage steam locomotive

Visits.

FZZZL 74 401 BRYA

The QuartermastéVharves at the foot of Montgomery Street, circa 1863. In the foreground are tracks that
ran along the river through what is now Oronoco Bay Park and beyond.
National Archives
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Robinson Ter mi nal

Origins
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Vision

West 6s Poi
waterfront

Oronoco
West 6s

and
The

nt Bay

Point

Park compr
portion,

Union Street, represents the origins of Aledidad and the idea of Americéain the
early to mid18" century and the importance of tobacco to the development of the town.

Time period: the colonial era, especially the 1730s and 1740s.
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1748 Map ofwhat would becomdlexandria
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Historical Context

West ds Point is the earliest continuously
warehouses and a wharf for tobacco even before a public warehouse for inspection was

built in the early 1730s. It was from this settlement, at the foot of a rolling waidda

clutch of buildings and a ferry that Al exa
end of the cove which once ran down to Middle Point (Point Lumley), and is part of the

original waterfront shoreline. It has been the site of various coomhactivities since

the 18" century and remains an important deep water anchorage for-goEgyvessels.
West 6s Point was also the site of the arri
in March 1755. Br add o c kedchk andiladiansithamgedsshe t o ¢
future of the colonies and contributed to the experience and respect of a young George
Washington and others who became the leaders of the American Revolution. Over the
years, Westods Point was enlarged to the ea

! N 2. -."" 1 SN/ = . n g
rimposed over the 1845 shoreline and contemporary aerial photograph.
City of Alexandria, Office of Planning and Zoning

Recommendations

) Emphasize the name Westds Point in futul
the West familyand t 6 s ent er prises at the point
either Westds Wharf or Tobacco Wharf, a
public house/restaurant in the devel op mi

2) Design new development in a way that demarddie®riginal shoreline, possibly
with break in buildings. The height of buildings should be in keeping with
waterfront and zoning guidelines. Buildings should echo the scale and character
of early warehouses and inspection station which stood theme mit18"
century.

3) Landscaping should use native plants and examples of tobacco.
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4) Interpret sites of early warehouses, when known (probably west of Union Street),
and the original shoreline with simple;gnound markers. Includetext and map
depictingthe evolution of the waterfront. Interpret site of first ferry and first
private and public wharves on the waterfront.

5) Artwork and interpretive text about tobacco and Alexandria, the Potomac, and the
tidewater, tobacco society. Interpret origins oftthene Oronoco. Mark
termination of the Rolling Road at Oronoco Street. Artwork to include a
hogshead, possibly being rolled by AfrieAmericans.

6)l nterpretive text, artwork, about the | and]
figure of a member of the8# or 44" Regiment of Foot of the Braddock's army
marching up Oronoco Street with musket over his shoulder. Link to other sites in
city about the importance to the American identity of the time (Carlyle House and
encampment to the northwest.)

7) West of Unon is the site of the Beverly estate, as well as possible sites of
Fishtown. Interpret these.

8) Retain the vestige rail line at Pendleton, which is the last remnant of the working
rails to water which were so important to the city.

9) Interpret thegasworks vinich stood nearby at the corner of Oronoco and Lee, and
use originalstyle gas street lamps at that corner. Mark the use of the Gasworks
for Civil War ballooning with artwork and an interpretive sign.

10) The concept plan carousel is not compatible with\isg®n.

If the area is also developed in coordination with the Pipefitters building:

1) nt erpret the siteods ,svichlbadippassemeradt i on t o ¢t}
freight depots in the 200 bloskf Princess an®ronoco

right distance, the coal wharves. Behthd depotand railyardis present day Oronoco Bay Park
Library of Congress
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Founders Park

Foundations
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Alexandria Waterfrontcirca 1764
Drawing by Elizabeth Luallen based on research conducted by
City of Alexandria/Office of Historic Alexandria, Archaeology staff and volunteers

In the evening we returned down the river about sixteen miles to
Alexandria, or Behaven, a small tradig place in one of the finest
situations imaginable. The Potomac above and below the town, is not
more than a mile broad, but it here opens into a large circular bay of at
least twice that diameter. The town is built upon an arc of the bay; at one
extremiy of which is a wharf; at the other a dock for building ships; with

water sufficiently deep to |l@®mnch a
After visiting the Great Falls of Potomac) Travels Through the Middle Settlements
in North America, Rev. Andrew Burnaby, London, 1775

Vision

Founders Park, between Oronoco and Queen to the east of Union, should celebrate the
creation of Alexandria as well as Alexandria, DC, and its development as a trading and
commercial center. It should also explain the fiing in the context of the

independence of the United States, and link the larger story to local figures such as
Washington, Mason, and less well known individuals and their experiences. The park is
for passive use, and interpretation should center ofothling to incorporation period,
1749 1779, through the founding of the District of Columbia through retrocession to
Virginia in 1847. It should also quietly reflect the evolution of the city, the challenges of
its development, and the many uses of plaig of the waterfront.
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Historical Context
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George Washingtonds fAA Plan of Al exandria now
Library of Congress

Founders Park is part of the northern section of the original waterfront of #eré0

1749 town. Like the rest of the oigl cove, by the 1790s it was filled in from what is

now Lee Street with usable property and wharves. The founding generation created
Alexandria as a port town to take advantage of its relative proximity to the Virginia
hinterland and the Ohio valley atite west, as well as its position as the best ocean going
anchorage on the river close to the fall line. Founders Park and the areas around it
handled goods and materials brought in from the west by road, canal and rail for
shipment via the Potomac. dventually became among the grittiest and most industrial
sections of the waterfront. Lumber, fish, grains, flour were warehoused, processed and
shipped from here. This was also the center
city gasworks werat Oronoco and Lee Streets. A rail line ran down Union Street to
Wilkes (and an elevated rail line briefly ran above a portion of it serving the coal yards),
moving bulk materials to and from ships and destinations across the region and the
eastern seabod This was also one of the processing point for ice shipments from
Maine and portions of the local ice trade.
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1749 shoreline superimposed over the 1845 shoreline and contemporary aerial photograph.
City of Alexandria, Office of Planning and Zoning

During the Civil War, the wharves handled grain hay and other supplies for the Union
Army and the rail connection expanded. The seasonal fish wharves were also located
here, and each spring, throughout nafghe 19 century on, perennial shanty Fishtowns
sprang up.

Salting fish on at the Fish Wharved 912 between Queen and OrondBtreets
Alexandria LibraryLocal History / William Smith Collection
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Recommendations

1) Interpretive sign and artwork conemorating the founding of Alexandria in 1749,
listing the names and stories of the 11 original trustees (detailed interpretation and
materials in the City History Center on The Strand).

2)Use travelerds accounts and oyt her pri mary
appearance and future promise of the city (see appendices for examples).

3) Interpret the role of Alexandrians in the founding of the country, especially in the
lead up to the Revolution and the generation contributing alongside George
Washington, in partular the Committee of Correspondence (which supported the
actions of Boston) and the Fairfax Resolves (which took place at the old
courthouse on Fairfax Street and can be seen as the ancestor of the Bill of Rights).

4) Map of the waterfront, the infill prass and evolution of the city, with simple
interpretive sign explaining Alexandriads |
Alexandria as part of DC from 1801847, why it was retroceded, and noting the
original cornerstone at Jones Point, the other survitimges in the City,
mentioning Benjamin Bannekeroés role in the

5) Note the locations of the various coal, lumber, and other warehouses and depots
along the shore and Union Street, and using simple markers and names without
interpretation (seappendix for names). This is an opportunity for figurative
artwork celebrating the people who worked these difficult occupations.

6) Note Fishtown using artwork and a simple interpretation to explain it. Use a
group of figures of AfricarAmerican women heaaly herring.

7)) Redesign path at south end of park as Kir k|
accurate materials and interpret with artifacts from the archaeological excavations
west of the wharf.

8) Interpretive artwork on the office building wall at the soutld ef the park at
Queen Street showing the Wharf over time

9) Panel describing the founding of the preservation movement

r

-

“William Smoot & C, Beteen Oronoco and Princess Streets.
Alexandria Library, Special Collections
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Marina to Queen Streets

Witness v War

Guard Boat, at Alexandria wharves, ca. 1863
Library of Congress

There has been, we expect, few places more affected by the present war

than Alexandria. Not six months ago, a thrifty growing tityith an

energetic, prosperous, and happy populaon € But €é a sad chan
come over the good old town. A large number of the oldest and most
respected families are no | onger O0o0f us
beginning of the war éThe wharves, too,
activity, are neov, save when a transport or pungy arrives, almost bare,

and on our broad majestic river no ships appear save those used in the

service of the Federal Governmepén Portraits of Alexandria, Virginia, 1739
1900 T. Michael Miller, ed. Maryland: Heritage Books Inc., 1987.

Vision

The Torpedo Factory Art Center is the Central Cultural Anchor of the waterfront, and the
primary arts destination. Al exandriabs hi
nation from the time of Braddock to the present. Bhigtion of the waterfront crosses

Al exandriaodés major wartime experiendes wit
century. It will also be one location to discuss its role in the slave trade and African

American contributions. It will reflect pects of the 1860s through the World Wars.
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Historical Context

Al exandriabds waterfront has played a role

n

daysinthe midl"c ent ury, when Braddockés army | anded

Wars. Close tohe Kings Highway and the last important port on the Potomac close to
the fall line, the town was an important southern supply point during the American
Revolution, during which Governor Thomas Jefferson marked it as the depot for
materials for the defensd Virginia. During the War of 1812, it surrendered to the

British and was plundered in 1814. During the Civil War, Alexandria, protected by a
string of forts and batteries, was the center of Federal operations in Virginia, and the
logistical and railrad head, hospital center, the bivouac for many units of the Army of
the Potomac, and the embarkation point for operations in the tidewater and Peninsula
Campaigns. The Civil War was probably the
and transformedlexandria forever. It dealt a major blow to its development, and the
city fell further behind others of its size and importance. It also opened opportunity and
civil rights to African Americans thousands of whom fled to Urlieid Alexandria and
contributed their labor to the war effort.

=, (\;}_*,,-, \ L e % 1O »-5- S .
Freedmenaborersat theQuartermaste€oal Whaves at Montgomery Stregt Civil War Alexandria
Library of Congress
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Aerial View of King Street, 1935. The WWI portion of the Torpedo Factory is seen on thamidjttie
Old Dominion Boat Club is next to it at the foot of King Street

In the 20th century, the waterfront was the scene of shipbuilding and the construction of a
torpedo plant during WWI, and continued to play a role in national defense through

WWII and beyond. This portion of the waterfront also reflects a special aspect of the

ci tyod 9 ingprthe rwer.hMuch of the contemporary waterfront was created by a
Abanking outo process. Many features and
Original waterfront property owners were permitted and encouraged to extend their land
from the river bank out into the Potomac. Their houses, once on the waterfront on a high
bluff, ended up some two blocks away from the water with warehouses in between
terminating in their private wharves. Here, and to the immediate west (north side of King
Street in the 100 and 200 blocks), were the wharves and warehouses of such merchant
founders as William Ramseyohn Dalton, John Carlyle, addnah Thompson, who cut

down the bluffbetween Fairfax and Water and then banked out from Water to East of
Union Street.
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1749 shoreline superimposed over the 1845 shoreline and contemporary aerial photograph.
City of Alexandria, Office of Planning and Zoning

The Torpedd-actory in the 1920s
Library of Congress



Recommendatiors:
0 Cameron Street:

A Interpret Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, the landing of Federal Troops at Cameron
Street in May 1861, and the initiatcupation of the City. This sign should be
linked to the routea the 1861 telegraph offices and the rail depots targeted by
Ellsworth, but also the course of the detour to the Marshall House. It should
also reference the two other columns of Federal troops and where they entered
the city from the north. A figure &t New York Fire Zouave Union soldier in
full uniform in an action pose.

A Interpret the importance of Alexandria to Federal operations in the Civil War,
the occupation and the waterfront, but the principal interpretation and
materials would be available ihte Hi st ory Center . Al so
role as the capital of Federalbccupied Virginia.

A Interpret the site of the icehouse at the foot of Cameron, and add interpretive
feature about the importance of ice t
icewell on Cameron Street.

A Eventually convert food court to cultural asset.

A Rename city docks after historic wharves on those sites. For example, the
area at the foot of Cameron should be renamed Cazenove Wharf, its Civil War
name and that of an importamerchant of the era.

A Interpret Alexandria and National Defense: WWI and WWII.

A Interpretive sign about the 20@entury Waterfront

- \ i
Colonel Elmer Ellsworttand the Marshall House
Library of Corgres
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0 Queen Street:

A At Queen Street and the waterfn t mar k the | ocation of Kirdl
Street/Conway Wharf, which was one place knowhaeebeen a importation
point for importation of African slaves from Senegal and Gambia. The city must
study how best to interpret this site, which shouldehagignificant panel and
artwork about slavery and the Afric#merican experience and contributions.
See also the Strand site.

2 Alexandria, Sept. 4, 1762.
JUST IMPORTED,
In the Royal Charlotte, Capr. Bartholomew
Fabre,
PARCEL of very healthy GAMBIA
ﬁ SLAVES, to be Sold very reafonably for
ills of Exchange or Cath. The Sale will Lgm
at ALEXANDRIA on Monday the 1 3th Inftant,
and continue till all are Sold.
Jonwn and THomAs KirkPATRICK.
N. B. Will be Sold to the Highe#t Hidder, at
Arexawonia, on Toefday the 2i1ft Inflant, A
SCHOONER that carries 2000 Baihels of Corn,
not a Twelvemonth Launch'd, co y Rigg'd,
and fitted for Sea. The particular Inventory may
be feen at any Time by applying to
J. and T, KirkraTrICK.

A large Quantity of Ram and Molafles for Sale,
Alexandria Gazette, 1762

Thompsonodés All ey:
A Soften O Block of Thompsonods alley, possib
inspired by the artifacts found on the wharf in the 100 block at Jamieson Bakery
and the Gemini Tavern: coins, musical instruments, sewing items, and tavern

war es. Link to Thompsonds wharf and to Jo
Fairfax Street.

A Mark sitesofte wor ki ngmenés taverns on Union and
and interpretation describing the workingman of the waterfront.

100 Block of South Lee Street/Cameron Street:
A Interpretive sign on the Lee Street garden wall of Carlyle House explaining the
original shoreline, the original Carlylealton wharf, infilling and also the grading

of the 200 blocks below Lee, | eaving house
interpret the Council of Governors and the planning of the Braddock Campaign in
1755.
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King and Union Streets

Gateway

Foot of King Street showing arch of ferry building, 1900.
Alexandria LibraryLocal History/William F. Smith Collection

| purchased you two lots near the water upon the Main street, as everyone
along the rode will be throdgthat street.... The reason the lots sold so
high was River side ones being sett up fiksbrge Washington in a letter to

his brother Lawrence, 1749.

In 1749 Oronoco and Duke Streets extend into deep water, but between

them lies an arc of swampy tilend backed by bluffs. When the town lays

out its first buil di n-grotheoLaveenceiSaor ge Was
trustee. Because he is away during the July land sale, his brother

Augustine writes to him. The chafing at waterfront prices soundsidamil

iFi t zgeral dés War ehous @pDiankRikeg and Union Streets,

Vision

The intersection of Union and King Streets is the central gathering point for many
residents, and for visitors arriving either by water or by land. This area shawtelyco

the hstoric sense of arrival and focus, celebrating the bustle of Alexandria as the point of
entrance and departure in the past and present.
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Historical Context

The central waterfront retains the oldest sur
and the @ Dominion Boat Club structure has the oldest continual organization and use.

This area has some of the earliest private commercial whamnefr many decades the

foot of King Street, and immediately north and south along the waterfront, was the cente

of bustling passenger activity as well. Ferries to Maryland and DC, packet ships to

Baltimore and destinations in Virginia, and ports up and down the east coast made the

city a gateway for travelers and immigrants. While eclipsed by Baltimore, espadially

the Civil War, Alexandria remained a passenger port into tRe@6tury. The sites of

these passenger wharves remain, many of which became the troop wharves of the Civil

War era. This central section of the waterfront also withessed somemitiiey 6 s wor st
fires and, barely above river level, still endures continual flooding.

Both Ramseyd6s Wharf and Fitzgeraldds Wharf, a
were constructed in the 1780s and 1790s and became the central core of whalsale tr
The Ol d Dominion Boat Club stands on Ramseyos

a % = >y
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1749 shoreline superimposed over the 1845 shoreline and contemporary aerial photograph.
City of Alexandria, Office of Planning and Zoning

Recommendations

0 Block of King Street:

1) To fit the Gaeway Arrival Theme, create a permanent concierge site to assist
visitors with planning their visit to Alexandria near the intersection of King and
Union, possibly in the space occupied by the History Shop in the arcade by the
Torpedo Factory Art CenteiThe concierge would be created in alliance with
other visitor centers and offer broad services. It would be staffed and would help
visitors not only plan destinations, but book events, hotel rooms, and restaurants.
It would also offer directions to des#tions throughout the city.

2) I dentify Ramsayds Wharf which extends unde.]
Ramsay House at Fairfax and King Streets.

3) If the City does construct a long pier at the foot of King Street, it should be offset
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to the soutB where the origial Fitzgerald Wharf was constructed and is still
extant. Name the proposed pier Fitzger
Warehouse, the site of his counting house at King and Fairfax, and his home at
Duke and Fairfax. Restore Wales Alley to the n&met zger al dos Al
was) . Continue Fitzgeraldods Alley t
|l nterpret Alexandriabs private all ey
old city as a gathering place for African Americans.

4) Figure of acolonial merchant (like Fitzgerald) in4cbrnered hat, britches tied at
the knee, large shoe buckles, with a slate m@nd and marker in the other
looking up as though checking off cargo being loaded aboard ship

5) On south side of King Street, integpive artwork about the importance of
i mmi gration to Alexandriads growth in t|
Recognize the Irish who created this wharf and traded here.

- |

l ey
o t |
S al

John Fitzgeraldés Warehouse sou%heast corner
photo by Virgil Davis ca 1940
Seaport SageSmith and Miller, 1989
100 Block of King Street:
1) Mark the various surviving warehouses and buildings of 100 King Street with
simple pavement markers giving only a name and date (interpretation from
materids at History Center).

100 Block of Union Street South:
1) Interpret the floods and fires, and the continual rebuilding of the waterfront. Mark
the sites of the outbreaks of fire. Use lighting and performance programming to
recreate the experience, posgith visitors themselves participating.
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The Strand

The Working Seaport
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View from Pioneer Mi, ay 1865(First known photograph ¢he 200Block Southof The Stranji
Alexandria LibraryLocal History/Special Collections

He settled in Alexandrian 1755 and always understood Lumney [sic] and

West point(s) were reserved for the use of the town. Lumney lay on both

sides of Duke Street. The warehouse was built on [the] north side [of]

Duke on point Lumney. There was dry ground on [the] north didrike

Street under the bank were the warehouse w
that a man could pass (and he himself had) between the west end of [the]

warehouse and the bank about the time [the] warehouse was built
Deposition of John Muir, Prince William Coury, Virginia, Land Causes, 1789793
Pen Portraits of Alexandria, Virginia, 1739190Q T. Michael Miller, ed. Maryland:
Heritage Books Inc., 1987.

Vision

The 100 and 200 Blocks of The Strand and South Union Streets contain the last

observable vestigeso Al exandri ads golden marftime era fr
century into the early 2bcentury. Thisrea should evoke the character of the heyday of

the waterfront in The Strand and use it as the Southern Cultural Anchor. All historic
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buildings $ould be in use and their historic fabric preserved. The City should brand the

entire area bounded by Point Lumley (Point Lumney) and Roberdeau Park to the south,
Fitzgeralddés Alley/ King Street to the nort
ATIB¢ rand, 06 and treat it as an important, m
an ffauthentic Alexandriao experience will
This area will reflect various aspects of the working seaport from the 1088s 1890s,

with much interpretation cent ehédSogheran t he
Cultural Anchor would contain the central historic interpretation hub/History Center as

well as the Art League and Alexandria Seaport Foundation.

Point Lumley, ca. 1760

Drawing by Elizabeth Luallen based on research conducted by
Alexandria Archaeology staff and volunteers.

Historical Context

This area once had many commercial wharves and warehouses, trading with destination

all over theworld. The Strand contains all of the surviving"1@nd 19-century fabric

of the cityds working seaport, with import
conducted business, and the town responded to British threats in the Revolution and the

War of 1812, when its warehouses were sacked. Point Lumley to the south was a
shipbuilding center from the earliest days, and over time produced everything from small
skipjacks to the largest schooners. Some of the ships which protected the city in the
Rewlution were produced here. Also at Point Lumley was the enormous Pioneer Mill

(1852 1897), once the largest structure on the waterfront and one of the largest flour
mills in the country. Embl emat i c off the ¢
was destroyed in one of the great fires which swept The Strand. Prior to the Civil War,

2 See Appendix 8 for examples of Made in Alexandria artifacts.
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when the city wasa majorslave trading center, the wharves at the foot of Prince and/or
Duke were also used to embark African Americans to places such as NewsOrlden
Strand and Point Lumley remained active commercially through much of the 20
century.

WAL . {.} -
1749 shoreline superimposed over the 1845 shoreline and contemporary aerial photograph.
City of Alexandria, Office of Planning and Zoning

Recommendations
Core Strand Recommendations:
The City should ABrand tséeaestthationa ireatngthes an | mpo
entire Strand as a whole and marketing it as an authentic Alexandria experience will set
the city apart regionally, and nationally.
Key features for the whole area should be:

1) Create the feel of the historic, working waterfront in thei 200 blocks of the

Strand area. The area bounded by the river, Robinson Terminal South/Point

Lumley, Union Street, and King Street contains all the singit8"™ and 19-
century historic fabric of the cityds wor k
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highlighted to create what was once its character. The scale and positioning
(perpendicular to the river like the historic wharves) of any new construction

should also be consistent with and echo the warehouses and businesses that were
there in the past.

2) Make The Strand a pedestrian zone, from King Street to the proposed walk
through at Point Lumley (Robinson Terminal South). Link the zone to the
pedestriararea at the foot of King Street, and also to the Marina area and Queen
Street/ Thompsonsos Al | eystablshed. Wahthet he or |
exception of the trolley and appropriate overnight deliveries, and access to the
proposed parking loof the Old Dominion Boat Club, the area would be limited
to foot traffic and carriages. Make sure the 100 block of The Strand does not just
become a garage entry and restaurant maintenance area, with dumpsters and
crates. Note: This proposed land useestaurant and parking is not endorsed by
this plan, but its recommendations are based upon the proposed concept plan.

3) Eliminate the proposed concrete, hard surface promenade in the Waterfront Park
and Point Lumley in favor of a gravel path as exist®ianoco Bay and Founders
parks. The proposed promenade illustration is sterile, and creates a hard edged,
artificial, and uninviting barrier. This path should be set back slightly from the
water, and shaded. These parks should be informed by the wihharMes near de s
perpendicular to the river.

4) Permit horse drawn carriages and carts along the waterfront, based in the Strand.
These carriages should be allowed to move up and down the Strand and beyond,
and to the interior of Old Town.

5) Union Street shdd be activated and associated again with the waterfront. It is
the natural link to the rest of the urban grid, offer vistas and walkthroughs by
improved street and alleyscapes.

0 Prince Street:

1) Beachcombex buildingat O Prince Street should be restoasdn
operatingrestaurant, retaining itsriginal design and name, with dining on
the rooftop.

BeachcomberRestaurant, ca 1940s
Alexandria Libraryi Local History/ John C. Richards Collection
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100 Block of The Strand:

1) The proposed restaurant buildiog the 100 Block of the Strand in Waterfront
Park, and above the possible ODBC par&infjapproved should appear as
two or three traditional Alexandrian taverns, rather than the illustration of the
proposed veranda structure. Union Street was linedtawtirns, and this is an
ideal theme to follow, even if they are not replicas. They should be named
after historic taverns, and use traditional signage and interior design.

2) The outdoor seating planned for the proposed Strand restaurant should be
expandedo more of a town square, possibly terraced closer to the water. It
should be bordered with trees for shade,
too place for visitors and residents alik
seating area as in Paris.

McVei ghds War éhose "and Reedds lce House, 100 E
Alexandria Library, Special Collections, Wm F. Smith Collection

200 Block of The Strand and The Strand and Duke Streets:
1) Repurpose existing historic warehouses in the 200 blo8ootfh Union Street

to create a showcase History Center for Alexandria.dityeshould take
advantage of: Wattles Corn Mill, Fov@ieWarehouse, and the building at the
southeast corner of Union and Prince. All@iet y6s vari ous museums,
archives, and hisry programs can use space here, along with rotating special
exhibit space. In addition, private and Aanofit history organizations in the
city should be given access to exhibit space on a temporary basis. A portion of
the first floor should also besad for the History Shop and perhaps additional,
related retail, and a cafe. This History Center can also be grouped with the Art
League and Seaport Foundation to create the Southern Cultural Anchor



2) Use the History Center as the starting point foran@leaxd r i a6s hi st ory

3)

4)

5)

experience. The Center should include
deeper interpretation of major themes and events across the waterfront and C|ty

in context, and offer rotating exhibits. By introducing such material here,

thenes can be interconnected along the waterfront and lessen the need for

signage and interpretive materials elsewhere. The center should act as the

starting point for historical destinations across Old Town and the greater city.

FOR RENT.—'The three-storied WARE-
S HOU RE, cornor of Prince and Unioh streets,
it present uculpnccl by Mesars, Hill, Brown & Part-
' low. Possession givenion 15th of l“ebruan
| ..n The WAREHOUSE on Prince street, a few”
doors east of Univn street, at presont om-upwd
1y Messrs, Ford & Widklide. Posscwwn given on
- Jst of Fuobruary.
: @ The new four-ktnncd WAREHOURE, on
1 east side of Union street, two doors south of
rince street, corner of an ullcy.
The WAREHOUSE on the wharf, immedi-
' utely east of the hwt named, A ly to

=

b Jan 10—tf FOWLE & CO.

e - - a— -

Adverti se meWarehbuses. Fowl ebs
Alexandria GazetteJan. 10, 1858

The History Center might also include permanent space for the Archaeology
Museum, if it is found to be the best location for the museum. The
Archaeological Commission (AAC) has not determined the needg of th
Archaeology Museum and office, or where it ought to be housed other than its
current space in the Torpedo Factory Art Center. If, after careful study by
AAC and the City, it is found that those needs would be better met the offices
and museum moved frothe Torpedo Factory Art Center, their archaeological
materials and finds could help form the core of the Southern Cultural Anchor.
No relocation should be considered without proper planning and funding.

The City should explore with the Seaport Foundatiocating it to a

permanent site in the redeveloped and repurposed Southern Cultural Anchor in
the Strand/Point Lumley area. This area was associated with shipbuilding
from the earliest time in the city.

The City should attract sailing ships and othistoric vessels as permanently

berthed attractions in The Strand/Point Lumley area. These could range from

t he skipjack currently at National Har
Farmer, to examples of the steadniven ships that served the wdtent.

These should be privately supported, but the City should make space to
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accommodate them. Flags from historic ships which traded with Alexandria
from around the world should be flown and rigging used in design art.

6) The City shoulcexplore with the Art League what its needs and preferences
are and consider finding them space in The Strand/Southern Cultural Anchor.

Additional specific interpretive recommendations:

Name new piers in the proposed expanded marina in this area aftenahves which
stood nearby (Irwin, Janney, Vowell, Fowles). Vary size and length where possible
and more than in the concept plan to give an irregular, orggowth feel. Vary
materials to resemble historic types. Mark original wharf lines in paveraed add
interpretive material as appropriate. (See Appesstl and §

100 Block of The Strand:

1) Rename Waterfront Park AHarpero6s Wharf, o t|
filled and became this open space.

2) Interpret Alexandria in the Revolutionawar.

3) Mark Civil War sites (specific sites, especially wharves and warehouses; see
appendices).

4) At the foot of Prince Street, interpretive sign and figurative artwork about slavery
to help personalize it. This was a slave export site. Study needed for
interpretation.

VIEW OF A SECTION OF ALEXANDRIA, WITH A SLAVE SHIF RECEIVING HER CARGO OF SLAVES
1834. American AntSlavery Society
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200 Block of The Strand:

1)

2)

Name the proposed park in the 200 bl ock
|l ies underneath. Connect to site of Gi|
Interpret the Winof 1812 (the British anchored off shore and eventually plundered

the city), including possible figure of British naval officer pointing at warehouse

to be plundered.

A

y
¥’ bove sl pune \ Ko M purybdmns

Wy Hotan o ¥ your fpa - A7 e Berviann
By ot s Tr P wnt Frreg dog due
sl o iy el Fin ki gt oI P ety

0 Block Duke Street (Point Lumley/Robinson South):

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7

Interpretive sign for Pioneer Mionce the largest structure on the waterfront.

Consider historic images of this building when informing the design of the

replacement buildings for Robinson Terminal.

|l nterpretive maritime artwork at Point
sign about Flemingbs shipyard describing
centuries; national fl ags dYeeApperdikandr i a
7)

Figure ofa stevedore bending over under the weight of a sack of grain or flour on

his back

Sitef or tall ships at Point Lumléerig, or f oot
Farme

Possibly design the proposed structure in the public space at the end of Duke to
resemble the original 1880s Boat Club which once occupied the site for use of the

Fire Boatand other municipal needs.

Use the walls of Sumac Mill within a new structure or as art and ruins.

Mar k and interpret Hooebs Wharf and war
house at Lee and Prince Streets. He was a leading merchant and first mayor of
Alexandria.

Roberdeau Park Roberdeau Whatrf:

1)
2)

3)

Interpret the experience of Alexandria in the Revolutionary War.

Interpret Alexandrians involved in the Revolution and how they came back to
build the seaport.

Connect Roberdeau with his house on South &alstreet.

67



City Hall
Quartermaster Corps Depot USMRR

iyt QR | | |l

.:._
mm

Wilkes Street”

~

_._c=?.~ i.__.
l&v

A \
The Strund

Gas Works

N

, \ / Mansion House West's Point
Fitzgerald's Warchouse (hospital)

Charles Magnus' 1861 Lithograph, A Birdseye View of Alexandria, which is displayed in Alexandria City Councll Chambers,
1% & surprisingly acourate depiction of the mid-19th century waterfront and helpful to both historians and planners. Here i s
set against the 1862 Coast Survey Office’s Plan of Alexandria. Both mark the locations of the whirves and major butkdings

Hoth imuages Library of Congress
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Areas Outside the Waterfront Plan

Harborside/Windmill Park/Fords Landing

Old Town Yacht Basin, 500 block South Union Street
Alexandria LibraryLocal History/Special Collections

Windmill Hill Park already has a plan associated witthdiwever the City should ensure
that the plan is reconciled tbe Waterfront Plan. The area was an important Civil War
logistics and railroad center, andhere the dog park and Fords Landing now sit
continued as a shipbuilding site.

Library of Congress
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Some important sites to be interpreted:
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Civil War railhead at 0 Wilkes
Locomotive Foundry between Wilkes and Wolfe
Wilkes Street Tunnel and the rail lodpough Alexandriaintil the1970s

Civil War railroad transfer wharveat Windmill Park,and prefab construction

area.
The Portnerbés Al exandria Marine
Shipyard) at the site of the Civil War railroad transfer wes.

Workersmoving rails near the Wilkes Street une Iexandria, VA, 1863
National Archives

737 e - - =
The innovativdJSMRR transferbridges for loading bargesith railcars Franklin Street
Library of Congres

Rai

way
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Jones Point

Ensure that the Waterfront Rlaomplements the Jones Point Interpretive Plan.

T ——— U T ——

<N |
) O

Street, overlooking Jones Point. Note the railroad transfer bridges at Franklin Street in the
background.
Library of Congress

The Virginia Shipbuilding Corporation, at Jones Point
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V. Conclusion

Alexandria embodies the sweep of American history and experience. It can capture and
showcase the nationds maritime pasggle its ambi
with slavery, the promise of civil rights, and the daily lives of people from all walks of

life in all eras. Both as witness to this history and for its impressive, precious inventory of

surviving structures, streetscapes, and fabric, Alexandrissaifeompelling story and
destination. Il nterpretation of Al exandriads
people and places within it in the context of the American experience. Yet, the waterfront

must be a place for residents, not just vist The Alexandrian waterfront belongs first

to Alexandrians, and it should be an authentic expression of their city and personal to

them, not a theme park or planned development.

This History Plan is not intended as a final guideline for the WaterRlamt to interpret

the citybés past, but as a framework and refer
Master Plan as a next step. For this the City will need professional guidance in

interpretation and for the arts, as well as professional fundgaiNievertheless, the

History Plan does offer the City a strategy to immediately begin to improve and interpret

the Alexandrian waterfront through art and history, in a series of stages and at reasonable

cost. Itis a plan which can be implemented in part, not decades away, and which

both celebrates and protects the city for future generations.
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APPENDIX 1

PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE ON ALEXANDRIA
WATERFR ONT PLANNING

March 27, 2007

Alexandria was a crescent bay enormously fruitful in fish when, centuries ago, Native
Americans fished, camped and traded here. By 1749, European merchants had petitioned
the crown for establishment of a town. They set albngf in the bay to reach the

channel and provide footing for houses and warehouses. Ships from the West Indies and
Europe unloaded their goods on our docks and took away Virginia tobacco and wheat.
George Washington shopped here; the boy Robert E. bgedphere. Alexandria's

waterfront had a role in the French and Indian War, the American Revolution, the War of
1812, the Civil War, and in both World Wars. Alexandria was home to free blacks who
worked along the waterfront and also was a guilty partnéreirslave trade. Today the
waterfront the founders created from bluff and marshland is a precious asset of our
National Historic Landmark DistricEach block has a story to tell. It is our hope that the
groups planning our waterfront's future will use fallowing principles as a basis for

their discussions and decisions.

Preservation Planning

A Enhanced Heritage TourisnThe public benefit of a preservation perspective
cannot be oveemphasized. Preservation planning together with planning for
interpretive/visitors services will enhance heritage tourism.

A Economic Benefit to Waterfront Cultural Districthe public will be served by
the resulting economic benefit and by having a cultural district that complements
the character of our City and provides &0 the surrounding historic districts.

We envision planning that builds upon the success of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center and works to make the waterfront a truly distinctive location that befits
this authentic historic town.

Resource Inventory, Reseaiic, GIS

A Historic Structures and Sites InventoAll good planning starts with knowledge
and information. A complete inventory of all the historic buildings and sites
currently along the waterfront is needed.

A Waterfront Properties and Structures ResedRasearch in photos, maps, deeds
) and other court documents must be completed and synthesized with past reports.
A GIS Project and Use3 he GIS project, which has been funded by private sources

and has not been finished, is of great importance. Overlay mayld Wwe helpful
in understanding the evolution of the waterfront over the years.

A Need for Comparative Studies of other Historic Waterfront Citiéhile
recognizing that Alexandria is unique and will not replicate other cities,
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comparative studies of whats been done in other historic waterfront cities
what works and what does nets extremely helpful.

A WaterRelated Organizations Inventoryinventory all historic and current
organizations that engaged in watelated activities.

Historic Interpret ive Planning

A Thematic Planning based upon Waterfront Histdiyematic planning should be

the foundation of the following: designing historic signs, activities, education, and
tours; and considering land uses, building restoration and new design. By laying
out key themes and time periods that represent waterfront history and are central
to the character of the Alexandria waterfront, the public will have an enhanced

) experience and tourism will be better promoted.
A Preservation as an Interpretive Whole mustReeognized Preservation should

not be seen on the basis of a single building or lot, but as part of a larger,
interpretive whole that hangs together and is engaging. Key decisions should not

be made prior to the collection of relevant material.

Protection Measures

A Adaptive Reuse of Historic StructureSaving the existing historic buildings

through adaptive reuse should be a priority. The greatest number of extant
buildings are located south of King Street, between King and Duke Streets. This
block comprsed the central waterfront, with more wharves and commercial

activity and with greater urban density and character. Other areas of the

) waterfront would be better utilized for parks and open space.
A Preserving Historic Interiordn addition to saving the s$tioric buildings, many

interiors have been altered by renovations. Often these renovations irrevocably
change the use and destroy the historic fabric of the building and should be

discouraged. (An example is that of the open floor space in the secondfdtoy
warehouse buildings that were used for markets.)

Preserving Historic AdvertisingThe building exteriors with early advertising
painted on them are of importance to the character of the waterfront.
Promotion of EasementEasements should be strbngencouraged through
promotion and seminars.

City Acquisition of Historic StructuresSometimes the purchase of historic
buildings by the City for adaptive reuse is the only way to save the building.
Supporting WateRelated Organizationd’rovide a supptive environment for
organizations engaged in watedated activities.

> > > >

Historic Landscape

A Invest in Appropriate LandscapingThe waterfront would benefit from a
"sprucing up" initiative through a public and private partnership endeavor.
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Streetscape and afidscape within Historic Context must not be Omitted from
Planning Both the "streetscape" and the "hardscape” need to be planned within
the historic context. Brick, stone, and historically correct materials should be
used.

Lighting and SignageLighting is important, as is consistent and attractive
signage throughout the City.

Intersections Importance to Historic Charact®ther historic cities have found
that intersections are critical in evoking the character of an area.

Open Space Consideratior@penspace is desirable and is defined not only as
parks but also space surrounding buildings such as courtyards and gardens.

Corridors and Arteries

A

Definition of Waterfront Area to be Incorporated into PlanniBgcause of the

infill that occurred on the watfont since Alexandria was founded, Lee and
Fairfax Streets also can be considered as part of the waterfront and should be
treated as such in any planning.

Preservation and Use of Historic AlleyEhe alleys are of interest and historic
significance as ell. We have lost many of the alleys that served as arteries to the
river. ldentifying, designing and using the existing alleys would make the
waterfront more accessible and evoke the historic contexcoReecting the
Strand for nortksouth pedestrian mement is paramount.

Recognize Importance of Rail Transportation to Waterfrbmaddition, rail lines

ran along the waterfront, providing transportation to and from the docks.
Exploration of the history of (and future use) of rail in the City to improve
transportation would be beneficial. Jones Point and the canal are the "bookends"
of the waterfront.

Historic Commerce

A

Commercial History of Waterfront Developmen€Commercial development
should reflect Alexandria's location on the river and maintain thie th the
commercial history of the waterfront. Until the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
a large part of the commercial nature of the central waterfront was sragt
homes and working places for traders, tavern keepers, artisans, as well as sailor
and ship workers. Our seaport heritage is paramount even to our infrastructure.
Wide wharves were used as streets.

Flood Levels

A

Planning for Rising Sea Level§he impact of rising sea levels in the future must
be taken into consideration in any plannifiis will impact the viability of parks

and commercial development, the cost of insurance and the cost to the City of
protecting the waterfront from damage.

Living History

75



A Living History Interpretation of the WaterfrariVe endorse interesting and lively
interpretation of the waterfront through a variety of means that are planned in a
unified manner, such as living history, stories, film/photos, and signage. Imagine
seeing military reenactments (major military intrusions during the War of 1812
and the Gril War occurred on the waterfront), shipbuilding, and sailors singing
sea shanteys; and meeting individuals such as George Washington, John Carlyle,
Edward Stabler, Robert E. Lee, and Peter Logan (a free black ship carpenter who
became town crier) as yaisit the waterfront.

In summary, our vision for the future must be rooted in the past. The Alexandria
waterfront has evolved over the centuries. It is a mosaic, with each time period having
interest and value. Our planning should enhance and celebediestbry of Alexandria

so that its distinctive and unique qualities are understood and enjoyed.
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APPENDIX 2

Historic Buildings and Places on the Waterfront

Compiled by Douglas Applar
2008

18" Century

100-104 South Union Street
Year Built: ¢. 17951797
Original Owner: John Fitzgerald

Building History : Fitzger al d64048adnieniso(n. 4787) s bne df 0 O
t he Al exandria Waterfrontds true historic
Washingb n éide-de-camp during the Revolutionary War and later served as his

secretary while Washington was in office. Like most of the Waterfront District east

of Lee Street, Fitzgeraldbs Warehouse si
marshland that aginally occupied the site. In this case, Fitzgerald and his business
partner Valentine Peerdought the landin177& nd by 1781 they had
the property and divided it between them. Along with its warehousing activities,

Fi t z g wardndusk deflected its maritime connections in other ways. An
advertisement in the February 8, 1788ue of theColumbia Mirror and Alexandria
Gazetteannounces that sail maker Daniel McDougall was moving his business to the

l oft in Col . ousd tAlthgughrhia dedtldis 1799gnreveriied John

Fitzgerald from making significant use of the building himself, the Fitzgerald

Warehouse has been a fixture on the Alexandria Waterfrontdog thartwo

hundred years.
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Early 19" Century

78

101 King Stred
Year Built: ¢.1803
Building History : The warehouse at 101 King &tay have been built in 1803,

potentially making it one of the waterfront6
made by William Ranay in the mid18th-century when Ramay extendedhis wharf
into the Potomac. Ramg bought | ot 46 in 1749 at the Cit

proceeded to bank out his lot, takismil from the high bluffs on his property and

depositing it on the mudflats as fill, until his wharf reached deeper into the Potomac

to navigable water(Diane RikerfiThe Warehouses of Lower King Strget unpubl i shed

manuscript) A Mutual Assurance Society policy from 1803 shows a tisteey

building being constructed on this site in that year, and the 1886 Sanborn map shows

a threeand-a-half story brick building on the site, which is consistent with the

buil dingds current appearance. The building
also indicates an early9th-centuryconstruction date. 101 King St. has spent most of

its life being used as a wholesale grocery store, and today it is occupied by a furniture

store.

100 Prince Street

Year Built: 1810

Original Owners: Benjamin Shreve and James Lawrason

Building History : The Shreve and Lawrason Warehouse was built at the beginni
oftheldcentury, during the Alexandria Waterfrol
commercial port. Like many buildings in the Waterfront District, the Shreve and

Lawrason Warehouse sits on |l and that was @ ma
wharves ouinto the Potomac. The land under this building was once likely part of

James Lawrasonds Wharf, or possfibly James Gi
century, Thomas Lawrason, who was James Lawr
with William Fowle. The firmof Lawrason and Fowle was responsible for importing

a wide variety of goods to the Alexandria market. A sample of these include: New

England rum, molasses, candles, chocolate, fine combs, suspenders, Belona

gunpowder, hyson tea, raisins, ravens, ducknea) green coffee, nutmeg, cloves,

Madeira wine, bl ubber oil, boxes of capers,
New York prime pork, cheese, plaster of Paris, crockery ware, lumber, English
mustard, indigo, soap, t amnédvértsseroi | and rope

various years, cited in T. Michael MilleArtisans and Merchants of Alexandria,

Virginia, 17841820, Vol. 1.Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 1991, pp. 264, 265)

In the late 18 and 28" centuries it was used as a grain warehouskjtamas also a

facility for storing animal hides and skins, possibly related to the meat and fertilizer

i ndustries that were a major part of the cit
Insurance Co. maps for Alexandria, VA, 1885, 1912) Thditfagias converted to a

private residence in 196@thelyn CoxHistoric Alexandria, Virginia: Street by

Street Historic Alexandria Foundation: Alexandria, VA, 1976, p. 118)

125 South Union Street
Year Built: c. 1827/1828



Original Owner: Norman Fitzhugh

Building History: The Norman Fitzhugh Warehouse at 125 S. Union St. (1827/1828)

may be the fourtloldest building in the Waterfront District. Only the Shreve and
Lawrason Warehouse at 100 Prince St. (178
104 S. Unim St. (c.1796/1797), and the warehouse at 101 King St. (1803) are known

to be older. The Waterfront District has suffered several fires over the centuries, and

1827 saw one of the worst. That fire destroyed the Harper Warehouse building,

which had beerokated on the site now occupied by the Norman Fitzhugh

Warehouse. When built, the Norman Fitzhugh building was valued by the City at

$4,500. Since its construction, this warehouse has been occupied by a wide variety of
businesses, though one ofitslosgea st i ng occupants was t he
and rag business, which used the property from the 1870s through the end of World

War Il. Itis now occupied by the Christmas Attic, reflecting the Alexandria

Wat erfrontds shiftriesofshpping and manufactsringear |y i n
toward its current economic base of tourism and retail sales. The attic of the Fitzhugh
Warehouse contains an exciting clue about its past. Like a handful of other

warehouses in Alexandria, it contains the remainswaieeled lift system for

bringing goods from ground level to the upper story.

Mid-19" Century

206 South Union Street

Year Built: Pre-1877 or perhaps 1843

Original Owner: William Fowle

Building History: As with many buildings on the Alexandria Waterftp206 S.

Union sits on land that was once part of the Potomac River but was gradually built

out by creating wharves that extended into the river and by later filling in between the
wharves. The structure currently identified as 206 S. Union St. probagén its

life by 1843, when it is listed on the tax rolls. A similar structure is shown on the

1877 Hopkins Insurance map. Inthe lat® &% nt ury, the buil dingb
cityds long association wi tfied bpSamborcfuel t ur e
i nsurance maps as a fertilizer warehouse
warehouse. This building survived the 1897 fire that destroyed much of this section

of the waterfront. Alexandria GazetteJune 3, 1897, p. 3) By 1918anborn maps

indicate that the building was occupied by the tenant with whom it would be most
strongly associated, the Wattles Corn and Feed mill, and by the 1921 map, 206 S.

Union and 204 S. Union were connected by a fire door. The 1958 Sanborn maps
indicate that the building was being used for guns and ammunition storage, which is

the use that continues to the present day. It is interesting to note that throughout the
buildingds I|ifetime, the Sanborn maps hayv
shutters; the building still has metal shutters, which encourages one to wonder if the
shutters that face the street today might still be those that were identified by the fire
insurance company so many years ago.
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204 South Union Street
Year Built: c. 1858

Original Owner: William Fowle

Building History: In the mid1850s, William Fowle was a major industrialist in the

City of Alexandria, involved in both the fertilizer and the flour businesses. Fowle
was general agent of the Pioneer Mill during its mostassful years before the Civil
War, and in 1843 and 1857, reflecting
new warehouses on S. Union Street. An 18&Xandria Gazettenentions William
Fowl e 0 s -storg warehooise on the east side of Uniant®o doors down

from Prince, bordering an alley. This description fits the site of 204 S. Union St.
exactly. In addition, the warehouse at 204 S. Union features door fenders, which are
essentially cast iron shields to protect brickwork in high traffeas, bearing the

t

he er

initials AW. F. O A building at this address

insurance map, and a building with the same footprint has occupied the site at 204 S.
Union since at least 1877. The Sanborn maps include more inforriaiodid the

earlier Hopkins maps, and the Sanborn maps show the building as having four floors,
making it highly probable that the building standing in 1896 was the same building
that was mentioned in the 188&zetteannouncement. The depiction of thelding
changes on the 1902 map, when the number of floors in the building is reduced from
four to two, likely reflecting the damage wrought by the fire of 1897. The earliest
Sanborn maps show the building being used as a fertilizer warehouse, anditog the
the 1921 Sanborn maps were published, the building had been connected to the
adjacent Wattles Mill building by a fire door. By the 1941 map, the 204 S. Union
seemed to have regained one of its lost stories, now being identified asstdhyee
building. By 1959, the building was being used for gun and ammunition storage, a
purpose that it still serves today.

Late 19" Century

205 South Union Street

Year Built: Likely before 1877

Building History: 205 S. Union Street is one of the many warehotisgsonce
served Alexandriadés thrivi nWYcergunyjitsani ng
use as a grocery warehouse and as a plumbing facility, but as with other buildings in
t he waterfront district ;centurnlistoyisatbiamodei n g
of a challenge. As early as 1877, the Hopkins fire insurance map shows a long
narrow building on this lot, with a wall inside the building that essentially cuts it into
a front half and a back half. Sanborn maps for the ldteé8turyshow the same
footprint, but the 1902 map shows that the back half of the building had been
removed. This may mean that the back half of the building was destroyed in the fire
of 1897. Whatever the cause, Sanborn maps indicate that since 1902, thg kuiklin
footprint has remained unaltered. The building does contain several additional clues
about its history: the scorch marks and one half of a brickwork arch visible on the
north side of the facade, where this building abuts 203 S. Union St. Simptiziput,
building has these features and the building to the north, 203, does not have them.
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This indicates that 205 S. Union is older than 203 S. Union. Before the fire of 1897,
Sanborn maps show an alley between 205 and 203, but the 1902 map shows that the
alley is no longer in existence. It is likely, then, that following the fire of 1897, 203
was rebuilt, or at least that part of the building was rebuilt, to occupy its half of the
alley, leaving the owners of 205, which must have survived the firesatitepart, to

brick over the entrance to their half of the alley and possibly expand into it
themselves. The history of 205 S. Union St. definitely leaves opportunities for future
research.

215 S. Union Street

Year Built: Prior to 1877

Building History: The building at 215 S. Union dates at least as far back as 1877,
when the present structure was identified on the Hopkins Fire Insurance maps, and
city directories from just before the Civil War identify the site as being occupied by a

carpenter. In877 it is identified with the name
indicate that at the end ofthe™"® e nt ury, the building was u
blind warehouseo or as a fAndoor warehouse.

buil di ng 0 $ 1928sehrough the elarly 1940s but in the late 1940s it was a
beverage distributing company, followed by a fgaar run as a warehouse used by

the Christian Heurich Brewing Company, on
Later occupants of the buildjrwould include Bowen Machine Company,

International Armament Corp., and a moped store.

2 Duke Street

Year Built: Probably prior to 1877, with extensive repair work after 1897

Building History: There are few addresses that better tell the story ofltheaAdria

Waterfront than 2 Duke St. One of the original distinctive features of the Alexandria
Waterfront was a small peninsula of land known as Point Lumley. Originally, the

land at the end of Point Lumley was too marshy for building, but by 1774 ofnibet

dirt from a bluff of land on the western part of the point had been moved toward the

end of the point to make sound | and. Bet
extended the shoreline on the south side of Duke St. and created the land that would

fr st be occupied by Hooeds Warehouse, whicl
Robinson Terminal warehouse. Hooedbds War e
maj or shipping terminals. A list of some
Warehouse prodies a window into the lives of everyday"i@nd 19thcentury

Alexandria residents. Hooe sold from his warehouse: frying pans, shovels, hinges,

Lisbon wine, skins from Morocco, lemons and oranges, olive oil, almonds, coffee,

carpets, Negro cottons, blatkeporter and stout, looking glasses, japanned ware,

plated table furniture, coffee urns, goblets, Grenada rum, fine salt in sacks, Italian

mar bl e sl abs for hearths and much mor e.
Alexandria Waterfront: 1780thri 8 2 0 0 ) The Robinson Ter min
building that now occupies much t he same
its own right, though like many historic buildings, it takes a good bit of detective

work to figure out when it might have been buit.Civil War map of the city shows

the site occupied by a Il ong narrow buil di
1877 Hopkins Fire Insurance map shows a long narrow brick building on the site, but
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doesndét say much more. | ouRyl IFiiamThahad Hei Gmop
Alexandria ChronicleFall 2007) An 1886 Sanborn map shows the same building

with the notation APoor | R Shutters On Al Il S
windows all around. The 1896 map shows windows with shutters afidtbe

building. Today, the walls of the building clearly show differently colored brick

where windows once were, running the length of the east side of the building, but the

fire insurance maps starting in 1902 and going through the 1970s all shdiethat

east side of the building on this site has no windows. So if the building was in fact

destroyed by the 1897 fire, the new building would have had to have had windows

built and bricked up within the 5 years between the 1897 fire and the 1902 Sanborn

mgp. What may have happened instead is that the walls of the building survived the

1897 fire, and when it came time to rebuild, the owners may have simply decided to

brick up their windows to reduce the likelihood of future fire damage. So there is

fairly convincing evidence to suggest that the buildinggates the 1897 fire and

might even be the same structure identified by the 1877 Hopkins map and the Civil

War map.

100 King Street

Date built: 1871

Building History : The building that presently sits BH0 King Street began its life as
the Corn Exchange building in 1871. The first floor of the building was occupied by

Noble Lindseyb6s grocery store, and the Corn
Mi chael Miller, AWandergi ng Alrd mghet IBda r Weaett eor fi
Fireside SentinglAugust 1991, vol. V, No.8) The Corn Exchange itself did not last

|l ong, but Lindseyds grocery Alexandrimess fared n
Gazettehad the following to say about what had become the eybtlischolson

Corporation:

A No firm has been mor e responsi bl e for
commercially, and with some 4000 square ft. of floor space in its large brick
building at 100110 King Street, it is the center of the wholesale district. It
handles a complete line of staple and fancy groceries, notions, flour, feedstuff,
etc. as well as the celebrated Diamond tir
According to Sanborn maps, the building was occupied by the Virginia Public
Service Company throughout the 1930s gd the 40s, and by 1959 it was occupied
by the Federal Government. As with most of the Alexandria Waterfront district, 100
King St. sits on land that was created over time by filling in land and by the building
of wharves t o ac c otimwrygd&hippirg indubtrg. Lotbk agtthes o nc e
corner of King and Water/Lee streets was originally purchased in 1749 by Lawrence
Washington, George Washingtonés half brother
John Fitzgerald and Valentine Peers, who bamkegdhe land into the Potomac.
(Fairfax County Deed Book B:497, cited in Di
and Wharf anpublished manuscript, p. 2)



103, 105 and 107 South Union street

Dates Built: Possibly before 1877

Original Owners: Possibly theheirs of Thomas Irwin/Irvine

Building History: These three buildings appear to have stood adjacent to each other
since at least 1877, so it makes some sense to discuss them as a group. As with most
of the Alexandria Waterfront district, they sit on lathdt was created over time by
filling in land and by the building of
shipping industry. This land was created when John Fitzgerald and Valentine Peers
banked out their lot toward the river prior to 178&te 18" and earlyl9th-century
insurance and propertgx records indicate that the buildings on this site stayed in the
Irwin/Irvine family through at least the 1850s, and that small wioache buildings

were replaced over time with larger and moreiahle structures. Trying to provide

an exact date for the construction of the buildings that are present today is very
difficult, partly because the buildings contain so many conflicting clues. The
brickwork on the buildings, Flemish bond on the front andix of fourand five

course American bond on side walls are more commonly found irE2tticentury
buildings, but the windows on the front of the buildings are more typical of later
19thcentury construction. The 1886 Sanborn maps indicate builthagfiave

changed only very slightly from what is present today, with the exception of the
building at 103 S. Union St., which seems to have added a floor while maintaining the
building footprint. So it is probably safest to say that these ard $dtecentury

buildings, but as with many buildings in the Waterfront District, further research
would prove valuable. During their lives, these buildings have been used for a variety
of purposes, including a woodworking shop and meat store (107) a machirenshop
bolt works (105) and a wholesale grocery store (103).

203 South Union Street

Date Built: Prior to 1885, with modifications after 1897

Building History: The warehouse building at 203 S. Union St. shares much of its
history with the building to itsaith, 205 S. Union. 203 S. Union has been used for
many purposes over the years, including storage of salt fish, salt and flour, groceries,
hay and feed, and in the late 1950s, ammunition. As with 203 S. Union, it is difficult
to pinpoint exactly when th building was first constructed. The first relatively

secure date that can be applied to the building now standing is 1885, when the
Sanborn fire insurance map identifies a brick, thetery structure with a small angle

in the north wall. The earliel877 Hopkins map does show a structure on the site,
however, and although it is shorter in length, the angle represented in the later map
may represent an addition made to that original@€7 structure. The first

significant change to 203 S. Union &aps to have happened following the fire in

1897, as the 1902 Sanborn map shows that 203 had been linked to 205 S. Union by a
fire door. 203 and 205 also lost the alley that had separated the two buildings prior to
the fire. It seems clear that at lettst facade of 203 was destroyed in the fire, and
probably more of the building was lost as well, but because other parts of the building
still have essentially the same footprint, it is possible that the owner of the building
made use of structurally soungins when reconstructing after the fire. This is
speculation, however, and this remains a topic for further research. The 1902 map
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also shows that at that time 203 had recently had an elevator installed. Following the

postfire reconstruction, the biding remains largely unchanged throughout tH8 20

century. I n keeping with the Cityods growing
203 S. Union St. now houses an architectural ceramics store.

226 South Strand

Date Built: Pre1920, with some pastpossibly prel877

Building History: The site of 226 S. Strand shares the history of 205 and 206 S.
Strand with respect to how the land was built up and to the past uses of neighboring
properties, and like 205 and 206, 226 S. Strand has some interdstiagteristics

that make coming up with a precise date of construction a challenge. At the very
least, 226 S. Strand was built before 1920, when the presestagéuilding shows

up on the Sanborn maps as being vacant. In 1902, however, the sitepeddyy a
building with the same footprint, but one additional story, identified as an acid house
connected to the Bryant Fertilizer Plant across the Strand. Before that, in 1902,
things become murkier still. A building existed on the same locatiarééie 1897

fire, and the building occupied the same position relative to many street and wharf
features, but the old structure was wider, was identified as having 2 to 3 stories, and
included interior walls or partitions. The old structure was oncenasumill,

constructed in the mid9" century. So the building that stands on 226 S. Strand
today may be a case where parts of an old building, such as a foundation or a wall,
were incorporated into a new building built on the same site, or it may belenti

new construction from 1920.

200 South Union Street

Year Built: Between 1897 and 1902

Building History: Someday, when the yellow aluminum siding that covers 200 S.

Union Street (or 10 Prince St.) comes down, the people of Alexandria will have an

oppotunity to answer some questions about a building that sits in one of the

Wat er front Districtds most prominent | ocatio
from Union to the Strand was occupied by what was essentially one building, a series

of five conpined warehouses that shared a common roof. As time passed, fire

insurance maps show the blelokg series of threstory warehouses becoming old

and/or vacant, 200 S. Union St. included. The first map after the 1897 Pioneer Mill

Fire, published in 190&hows that the building at the 200 S. Union address is only

two stories in height, and it now occupies both its own address and that of 8 Prince St.

Without being able to examine the brickwork of the building for telltale signs such as

scorch marks on tharick, early patterns of brickwork, or other signs of age typical of

19thcent ury buildings in Alexandri a, it remair
structure contains any remnants of the original bllocky warehouse. For now,

though, it is safesbtassume that the building at this address was newly built

following the 1897 fire, but before the 1902 Sanborn map. This building has served

in the past as a grocerdés warehouse, and tod



Early 20" Century

203/ 205 South Stand

Date Built: 19021905, with 19tkcentury ruins incorporated into existing structure
Original Owner of 205: DeWilton Aitcheson Coal and Wood Yard {2entury)

Original Owner of 203: William Fowle

Building History: By the late19" century, coal, lumbeand fertilizer had become

the major sources of economic activity on the waterfront, and DeWilton Aitcheson
owned and operated a major coal and wood yard adjacent to the site of 203 and 205 S.
Strand, where two warehouses once used by P.B. Hooe foisgpeage still stood.

The Pioneer Mill Fire of 1897 largely destroyed the structures that occupied 203 and
205 S. Strand. A new twstory structure appeared at 205 before 1902, and while the
1902 map identifies the site of 203 S. Strand as being ruimesy awo story structure

was raised by the time of the 1905 map. A close examination of the stone and
brickwork in the walls of both buildings appears to indicate that some of the ruins of
the earlier buildings were incorporated into the new building®aiaad 205 S.

Strand. If that is the case, both 203 and 205 S. Strand should be thought of as having
two construction dates: one that is at least prior to the 1877 Hopkins map, and one in
the early20"” century. The Strand is one of many legacies of édlexd r i a6s mar i t
and industrial past. As with Union Street, the Strand was created by the gradual
extension of the shoreline into the Potomac through wharf building and land filling.

In this case, it appears that 203 S. Strand may sit on land credBablge Gilpin
sometime at the end of the™&entury; a 1798 map of the city shows land to the east

of Union St., and an 1803 map identifies that land as belonging to Gilpin.

123 South Union Street

Year Built: between 1912 and 1921

Building History: Though it sits adjacent to a much older building (the Fitzhugh
Warehouse), the building at 123 S. Union St. is one of the more recent historic
buildings in the Waterfront district. The Sanborn maps prior to 1921 indicate a
timberframe dwelling on the propiy, but the 1921 Sanborn map identifies a brick
structure being used for saftink storage, so it seems that the present building was
constructed at some point shortly before 1921. In the late 1960s or 1970s, a hew
building was built at the longacant 21 S. Union St., and today 123 S. Union St.
serves as part of the restaurant at 121 S. Union St.

106 South Union Street
Date Built: 1916
Original Owners: Hunt and Roberts

Building History: As Al exandriaés involvement in sh
late 18 century, the selling and shipping of whole grains and flour became one of the
citydéds biggest industries. Edmund Hunt a

longestlived grain businesses, starting operations here in 1847. Hunt and Roberts
purchased 106 S. Union St. between 1901 and 1907 and demolished the structure that
had been on the site in 1916. They built the structure that now occupies the site in
that same year, and a Roberts family business stayed in the building until 1959.
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Tody t he building reflects the waterfrontos c
shopping and tourism. (Manning, Der ek. n106
Virginia Historic Structures Report,o 2005)

105 and 205 North Union Street

Year Built: Earliest portion completed in 1919 as a factory to build torpedoes

Original Owner: United States Navy

Building History: Two of the defining structures of to

now part of the Torpedo Factory Art Center complex. Compared to many other

buildingsin the district, the Torpedo Factory is a relative newcomer, the oldest

section at 105 N. Union St. having been comp

founding in 1749, the land now known as the 100 block of N. Union Street did not

exist. When landvas auctioned off that same year, William Ramsay acquired lot

numbers 46 and 47 on King St; lot 46 fronted on the Potomac River, and the adjacent

|l ot 47 had frontage on Fairfax St. (Miller,

Wat er front : Caim&he Bineside Sentikepublghedhy thed

Alexandria Library, 1990, p. 101) Ramsay constructed a wharf complex into the

Pot omac, and cont i-nlarddexttohisfivhad, creatingatoad or f i | |

known as Fayette St. that ran to the watetfrqMiller, ibid.) By the end of the 18

century, much of the waterfront had been filled in, and by 1791, Union Street was

established. The process of wharf creation and landfilling continued, creating both

the land that now sits under 105 N. Union 8hd the Strand. Although the Ramsays

continued to own large parts of this land, in 1794 the family sold a parcel of land

north of King and east of Union, which would be at least some of the land now

occupied by the Torpedo Factory. (Hammond Moore, Joh.i st or i c a l Backgr o

of the Alexandria Waterfront Controversy, o L
By the mid19" century, prior to the Civil War, the land was occupied by

warehouses served by rail, including the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Dwring t

war Al exandriads rail yard was used extensiyv
through the block in 1872, and included among the losses were bushels of wheat,
grain, fertilizer, horses with carts, and gu
As thelosses indicate, the sale and shipping of wheat and fertilizers were two of the
cityds major businesses. An 1885 Sanborn Fi

the businesses on the block now occupied by the Torpedo Factory: grocers, ship

chandlers, sme of the Smoot lumberyard facilities, barrel makers, a sail loft, and

other businesses. The Smoot and Perry Lumber Yards remained on the site until the

Torpedo Factory was built in 1918/19. The factory was planned to build torpedoes

for the First WorldWar , but construction of the buildin
the Armistice. So after roughly three years of producing torpedoes, the facility was

essentially run by a skeleton crew until production resumed in 1937, in advance of

World War Il. Followng the War, the factory was used for record storage. In 1974,

the Torpedo Factory became a model example of adaptive reuse and became home to

the Art League of Alexandria. The Torpedo factory now provides work and gallery

space for approximately 160 iats, is an activity center for the community, and has

become an attraction for Alexandriabds touris



1 King Street

Year Built: 1923

Original Owner: Old Dominion Boat Club

Building History: 1 King St. has been home to the Old Dominion BoabGlince its
construction in 1923, following a fire th
foot of Duke St. The ODBC sits on the site of what was once the terminal for the
AlexandriaWashington Ferry. The structure has been heavily modifiedgliasin

life, receiving a twestory addition in 1933, a remodeling in 1967, and a remodeling

of the dining room/bar area in the ri@90s. The most distinctive feature of the

building is the woogscissor truss system in the ballroom.

300 South Union Street

Year Built: 1937/1939

Original Owner: Robinson Terminal Warehouse Corp.

Building History: The corrugated metal building at 300 S. Union Street is relatively

young when compared to some of the other buildings in the Waterfront District, but
itsuseiswelgr ounded in Alexandriabds commerci al
which it sits is steeped in Alexandria history. The 1877 Hopkins fire insurance map

shows the 300 S. Union St. site west of the Strand as occupied by a lumberyard
belonging t® fthes .siGreedme t he east of the
coal yard of the same ownership, and also by the Pioneer Mill Grain Warehouse.

When it was built in 1853/1854, the Pioneer Mill was six stories in height and was

one of the largest steamflouimh | s i n t he Unit e dAlexandrat es .
Gazette Mar ch 11, 1854, p.3, in T. Mi chael \
Virginia, 17391 9000 ( Bowi e, MD : Heritage Books I
directly from the holds of shipdocking on the waterfront by way of a grain elevator

and also could receive grain by way of the rail line on Union St. The Pioneer Mill

was a symbol of economic prosperity and o
regionds agr i cul imngodils coastructiorocowd,not bauetbeeh h e t
worse. The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 left the mill sitting idle, and the

postwar world could not find a use for the giant structure. By the 1890s it was a ruin,

and it, along with many of the surround warehouses and buildings, burned to the

ground in a major 1897 blaze. In subsequent years, the site west of the Strand was

used for fertilizer storage, and the site east of the Strand was used by the Emerson

Engine Co. to manufacture marine engin€éke Robinson Terminal Warehouse Co.

built the metal warehouse on Wolfe St. in 193839, and the storage facility on the

former site of the Pioneer Mill was built in the 1940s. The warehouse today deals

primarily in paper products, such as newsprint andHgrade paper, in some ways
continuing the waterfrontoés tradition of
countryside. The Robinson Terminal Warehouse facility also includes the address 2

Duke St., which has its own unique and interesting histo
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2 Prince Street

Date Built: Between 1931 and 1950

Building History: Hooe is a family name that occurs quite frequently in Alexandria
history. In 1780, Robert Townsend Hooe became the first Mayor of Alexandria, and
that same year he signed a &&w a wharf at the end of Duke St. along with Richard
Harrison and Joseph W. Harrison. Hooe must have been quite a successful merchant,
as the 1791 City Directory also identifies Robert T. Hooe as being the owner and
occupier of a wharf on Prince St. &klooe family continued to work on the

Waterfront, and the 1871 City Directory bears an advertisement for Hooe & Johnson,
General Commission Merchants, operating out of 2 Prince St. in Alexandria. Among
the services they offer are the purchase and sdleurf grain, salt, plaster,

fertilizers, and fish, in addition to being insurance agents for the Petersburg Savings
and Insurance Co. and the Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Company. The
1877 Hopkins Fire Insurance map identifies a stone or biiaktare on the site that

runs the length of the Prince St. side of the block and is divided into 5 separate units.
No . 2 shows the name AP. B. Hooe. o I n
Company leased the building formerly occupied by P.B. Hodébagan remodeling
work, introducing windows to the rear of the building. There was a major fire in this
section of town in 1897, however, and this section of Prince St. was largely
destroyed. A new building was then constructed at some point betwdee el

1907, when it is identified by the Sanborn maps as being occupied by a machine
shop. In 1921 the building was occupied by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Hay
Standardization Office, and at some point between 1931 and 1950, it appears that the
building was again demolished and this time was rebuilt as a staylebuilding,

possibly at the same time as the adjacent building at 6 Prince St.

Mid 20™ Century
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0 Prince Street

Year Built: 1945/1946

Original Owner: Clarence J. Robinson and AbbieH. Robinson

Building History: 0 Prince St. was originally built for and occupied by
Beachcombers Restaurant, which opened to the public in 1946. When originally
constructed, 0 Prince St. was actually in the water, built on piers. Although
Beachcombers ldga successful eighyear run as a restaurant, a fifisior fire in 1954
closed the restaurant, bringing a new occupant to the building, International
Armaments Corp. (Interarms). The building would be used by one owner or another
for gun and ammunitiogtorage and sales for the next fifty years, although in its later
years the buildingés waterfront access
from its dock. It was sold to the City of Alexandria in 2006. (Riker, Diane, and Rita

June

0

woul d

Holtz, AlexandriasAr c haeol ogy. AAl exandria Waterfront

Unpublished Manuscript)
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